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Art. xxvi. Memoirs of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, from the 
year 1581, till her death. In which the fecret intrigues of her 
court, and the conduct of her favourite, Robert earl of Effex, 
both at Lome and abread, are particularly illufirated. From 
the original papers of Anthony Bacon, 6/9; and other manu- 
feripts never before publifhed. By Thomas Birch, D.D. reGor 
4 the united parifhes of St. Margaret Pattens, and St. Gabriel 

enchurch, and fecretary of the royal fociety. 4to. 2 vols. 
1], 5s. Millar. 


{peaking of Camden’s valuable annals of this great prin- 

cefs, written under the patronage of the lord high irea- 

furer Burgh/ey, our author obferves, that * copious as the annals 
© of Queen“ /izabeth are in the matter, and elaborate in the ftile 
and compofition ; yet the defects of the work are too ob- 
vious. For, befides the partiality fcarce avoidable in an 
hiftory written and publifhed fo near the time of which it 
treats, efpecially under a king fo jealous and fo much inte- 
refted in the reputation of a mother as ‘Fames I. we have fre- 
* quent occafion to regret the want of the writer’s ufual in- 
* duftry and accuracy in the ufe of the materials within his 
* power, and to excufe him for fuch errors and defeéts as later 
* difcoveries would have enabled him to avoid. Of this kind 
* are the original letters and papers of {tate publifhed in the 
| © Cabala, the Complete Embajfjador of Sir Dudley Digges, the 
* Fadera of Mr. Rymer, Mr. Strype’s feveral works, Sir Ralph 
Vou. XI. R ©‘ WVin- 


Di own account of this undertaking is as follows: 
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© Winwood’s Memorials, Dr. Forbes’s Full View, Dr. Faynes’s 
‘© Cecil papers, and Mr. Collins’s letters of the Sidney family,’ 


Our compiler adds, that thefe various collections, tho’ com. 


pofed of materials unequal in their importance to hiftory, will, 
neverthelefs, as they relate to the moft interefting events, and 
different periods of this active reign, enable an attentive wri- 
ter to throw a ftronger light on many parts of it; to open ex. 
actly the true fprings of its political conduct ; and, above all, 
to illuftrate more particularly the real characters and fentiments 
of the great perfons who adorned the fcene of action at that 
time. ‘ However,’ fays he, ‘ it is not to be expected that a 
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new general hiftory of Queen Ekzabeth fhould foon make 
its appearance. To relate over again the fame feries of tranf- 
actions, diverfified only in the method or ftile, and with the 
addition of a few particular incidents, would be no ve 
agreeable undertaking to the hiftorian, and certainly of little 
ule to the reader, And therefore the moft direct and eligible 
manner of giving the public the full inftruétion, which ma 
refult from thefe authentic memorials, feems to be, to fel 
from them the moft important paflages, fuch as relate to 
events omitted, or controverted, or falfely or obfcurely de- 
{cribed, or to characters of the greateft eminence ; in fhort, 
all fuch faéts as, in the ftile of the writers of memoirs, pafs 
under the name of anecdotes; in which clafs may be ranged 
many particularities which, tho’ too minute for a regular 
hiftory, are yet more univerfally entertaining, and more de- 
fcriptive, both cf manners and times, than thofe of a more 
public and folemn nature, 

‘ This,’ continues the doctor, ‘ I have attempted to do, in 
a former work, with regard to the laft years of that queen, 
from the papers of Sir Thomas Edmondes *: and the ap- 
probation with which the defign has been honoured, by 
many good judges, encourages me to illuftrate a larger por- 
tion of her reign, upon the fame foundation of the original 
papers of the principal actors in public bufinefs at that time. 
The greateft part of thefe, the ufe of which I owe to the 
generofity of Thomas lord archbifhop of Canterbury, are re- 
pofited in his grace’s library at Lambeth, for which they were 
purchafed, at the expence of his predeceflor, Archbifhop 
Tenifon, by Dr. White Kennet, then dean, and afterwards 
bifhop of Peterborough, who has cited fome few of them 
in his Memorial to proteftants on the fifth of November. 
‘They confift of fixteen volumes in folio, bound up with 


* Of which work the reader will fiad an account in the fecond vo- 


fume of our Revigz, p. 179. 
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© oreat confufion, arifing from the want of a due attention to 
‘ the difference of old and new ftile, and the double com- 
« mencement of the year.’ 

Before Dr. Birch enters upon the application of thefe papers 
to the hiftory of the time, he premifes a fhort view of the ftate 
of Europe in general, as well as a more particular one of the 
court of England, in the year 1581; at which period, as the 
title-page above intimate:, the memoirs he has drawn from 
them commence: and throughout the whole of this valuable 
colleétion, he has fhewn himfelf (as in his former labours of 
this kind) a judicious, faithful, and accurate compiler. The 
hiftory of the great, but unhappy, earl of E/fex, as compre- 
hended in thefe memoirs, has afforded us peculiar entertain- 
ment and fatisfaction. G. 
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Art. xxyll. Philofophical Tranfactions continued from p. 323 


and concluded. 


An account of the alterations which the iflands of Sylley have un- 
dergone, fince the time of the antients, who mention them, as to 
their number, extent, and pofition. In a letter to the rev. 
Thomas Birch, D. D. Secr. R. 8. by the rev. Mr. William 
Borlafe *, 4. A F.R. S. 


Trabo and Pliny both affure us, that the Phaenicians difco- 
a _) vered thefe iflands, which were afterwards called by the 
Greeks Caffiterides, and which Cambden has fufficiently proved 
to be our Sylley iflands. Strabo tells us, that the Phaenicians firft 
brought tin from the Ca/ffiterides, which they fold to the Greeks, 
but kept the trade to themfelves, and concealed the place from 
whence they brought it. Pliny fays, that Adediocritus was the 
firft who brought lead from the Caffiierides. Bachart oblerves, 
that Pliny is miftaken in the name, it not being AZediocritus, 
but Melichartus, who is the Phenician Hercules of Sanchonia- 
tho, to whom the Pheenicians afcribed their firft weftern dif- 
coveries, But notwithftanding the care of the Phanicians to 
conceal thefe iflands, the Greeks at lait difcovered them, and 
traded to the fame place; as did alfo afterwards the Romans. 

As thefe iflands were fo famous to the antients, it is natu- 
ral to fuppofe, that the inhabitants fhould entertain a contci« 
ous efteem of their own antiquity, and of their being mentioned 
in hiftory before the other parts of Britain were at all known. 
It is alfo reafonable to think, that fome of thefe iflands fhould 


* Author of the Antiquities of Cornwall. See Reviest for June lak. 
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contain old towns and caftles, and even infcriptions 2nd works 
of grandeur. But Mr. Borla/e tells us, there is nothing of this 
kind; that the inhabitants are all new-comers; that there is 
not an old habitation worth notice; nor the leaft remains of 
Phenician, Grecian, or Roman art, either in town, cattle, 
temple, or fepulchre. 

‘ All the antiquities here to be feen,’ fays this learned wri- 
ter, ‘* are of the rudeft Druid times ; and if borrowed in an) 
* meafure from thofe eaftern traders before mentioned (fuper- 
‘ {tition being very catching and infectious) were borrowed 
© from their moft antient and fimple rites. 

‘ We are not to think, however, but that Sy//ey was really 
inhabited, and as frequently reforted to, antiently, as the 
old biftorians relate. All the iflands (feveral of which are 
noWéwithout cattle or inhabitant) by the mains of hedges, 
walls, foundations of many contiguous houfes, and a great 
number of fepulchral barrows, fhew, that they have been fully 
cultivated and inhabited. 

‘ That they were inhabited by Britons, is paft all doubt, 
© not only from their neighbourhood to England, but from the 
© Druid monuments; feveral rude ftone pillars; circles of ftones 
¢ erect; kift-vaens without number; rock bafons; tolméns; all 
‘ monuments common in Cornwall and Wales, and equal evi- 
dences of the antiquity, religion, and original of the old in- 
habitants. They have alfo Briti/h names for their little 
iflands, tenements, and creeks. 

* How came thefe antient inhabitants then (it may be afked) 
to vanifh, fo as that the prefent have no pretenfions to any 
affinity or connection of any kind with them, either in blood, 
language, or cuftoms? How came they to difappear, and 
leave fo few traces of trade, plenty, or arts, and no pofterity, 
that we can learn, behind them? This is what the curious 
would be folicitous to know ; and two caufes of this fact oc- 
curred to me while I was at Sy//ey, which may perhaps fatif- 
fy their enquiries: the manifeit encroachments of the fea, 
and as manifeft a fubfidence of fome parts of the land.’ 
With regard to the former, viz. the encroachment of the 
fea, Mr. Borla/fe obferves, that within thefe laft thirty years, 
it is evident that the fea has made confiderable encroachments 
on the low lands in that part of the world; whence it is rea- - 
fonable to conclude, that what we fee happen every day, alfo 
happened in former times. ‘That many of thefe iflands, now 
diftinct from each other, were formerly united, the author 
thinks is very plain from the flats that ftretch from one ifland 
toanother. What adds confiderable weight to this conjecture 
isy 
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s, that upon the fhifting of the fands, walls and ruins are fre- 
quently difcovered on thefe flats. 

Strabo tells us, that the ifles Caffiterides were ten in number, 
lying clofe to one another, and all, except one, were inhabited. 
© But fee,’ fays Mr. Borlafe, * how the fea has multiplied thefe 
‘ iflands; there are now reckoned one hundred and forty : 
‘ into fo many fragments are they divided, and yet there are 
¢ but fix inhabited,’ 

The ifle of Sylley, from whence the little clufter of thefe Cy- 
clades takes its name, is, at prefent, only an high rock, of about 
a furlong over, whofe cliffs hardly any aa but birds can 
mount, and whofe barrennefs could never fuffer any thing but 
fea-birds to inhabit it. This evidently fhews, that great alte- 
rations have happened in the number and extent of thefe 
iflands ; for can it be fuppofed, that all thefe iflands fhould de- 
rive their name from fuch a fma!l and ufelefs {pot as this is at 
prefent? It is therefore reafonable to conclude that this barren 
cliff was a rocky promontory of the principal ifland of thefe 
Cyclades. : 

But this gradual encroachment of the fea, Mr. Borlafe ob- 
ferves, was not the only misfortune which attended thefe 
iflands, nor is it fufficient to account for the ruins, &’c. which 
are now often feen at a great depth under water. From one 
of the iflands the author traced the ruins of ftone fences till 
they were hid in the fand; which fand, at high water, has 
from ten to twelve feet water on it. Now we cannot fup- 
© pofe,’ fays he, ‘ that the foundation of thefe hedges’ (fo they 
call the {tone fences in Cornwall, which are not built with 
mafonry and cement) ¢ was laid as-low as high water mark 
© (for who would build fences upon fo dangerous a level ?) 
and if, at a medium, we fuppofe them to have been laid only 
fix feet above the full tide, I am perfuaded it will not be 
thought an unreafonable calculation. Here then we have 
the foundations, which were fix feet above high water mark, 
now ten feet under, which together make a difference as to 
the level of fixteen feet. “To account for this, the flow ad- 
vances and depredations of the fea will by no means fuffice ; 
we muft either allow, thac the Jands inclofed by thefe hedges 
have funk fo much lower than they were before ; or elfe we 
muft allow, that, fince thefe lands were inclofed, the whole 
ocean has been raifed fixteen feet perpendicular; which laft 
will appear, I believe, to the judicious, much the harder, 
and lefs tenable fuppofition of the two.’ 

This fubfidence, the author obferves, muft have been fol- 
lowed by a fudden inundation; and this inundation is likely 
R 3 not 
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not only to have deftroyed a great part of the inhabitants, but 
to have terrified others who iurvived, and had wherewithal 
to fupport themfelves elfewhere, into a total defertion of their 
fhattered iflands. By this means that confidcrable people, 
avho were the aborigines, and carried on the tin-trade with 
the Pharicians, Greeks and Romans, were greatly reduced, 
The few poor remains of this defolation, by their necefla 
attention to food and rayment, muft foon have loft fight of 
their antient profperity ; and the faint remembrance of what 
the iflands had been before, ¢ sehen of itlelf in an age or two, 
+ the indigence of the inhabitants. 

e have already obferved, that the trade for tin to thefe 
‘lands was greedily coveted by the Phanicians and Greeks; but 
at prefent the author informs us, that there are not any vetti- 
ges of thofe antient works ; nor are thefe iflands any longer 
fertile intin. It m: ay therefore very reafonably be afked, what 
is become of thefe mines? And how fhall this queftion be an- 
fwered, but by confefling that the land in which thefe mines 
were, is now funk and buried under the fea? 


A letter from the rev. Mr. George Coftard, fellow of Wadham- 
college, Oxford, to Dr. Bevis, concerning the year of the eclipfe 
for etold b by Thales. 


There are two papers on this curious fubjeét, one from the 
above mentioned author, and the other from the rev. Dr, 
Stukeley; but they both agree, that it happened in the 603d 
year “Adie Chrift. 

Thales, who calculated and foretold this eclipfe, was born 
of Phaenician parents, and was the firft who brought the fci- 

ence of aftrenomy into Greece, about three hundred years after 
the pretended Chiron of the Argonauts. It is evident, that tho’ 
he was the fieft in Greece who knew the method of calculating 
eclipfes, he learned his art; for a whole life is not fufficient to 
obferve the mctions of the fun and moon, fo as to be able to 
calculate an eclipfe. 

Dr. Stukeley in his paper concerning this eclipfe, has inferted 
the following fhort account of the war r between the Lydians and 
Medes, which was happily terminated by this eclipfe’of the fun. 

‘ The great king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, was now 
© bufy in executing “the vengeance which God had made him 
* the inftrument of, upon the nation of the Fews, for their 
‘ incorrigible wickednefs and folly. Their king Feboiachin, 
© was carried away captive to Babylon, and kept in prifon 
* thirty-ieven years together, till he died, A 
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‘ At this time there was a fharp war between the Aedes and 
‘ Lydians, of which Herodotus gives us an account. Halyattes, 
‘ father of the famous Cra/us, was now king of the Lydians. 

‘ After the Aedes had conquered all the upper or northern 
‘ part of Afa, from the old pofleflors, the Scythians, they 
‘ again extended their borders to the river H/a/ys in lefler Aha, 
‘ the boundary between Cappadocia and Armenia, or between 
« the Lydians and Medes. It was not long before there hap- 
‘ pened a war between thefe nations, which continued for five 
« years together, with various fuccefs. 
¢ In the fixth year they engaged each other, with the utmoft 
of their ftrength, intending to make that battle decifive of 
the quarrel that was between them: but in the midft of the 
engagement, whilft the fortune of the day feemed to hang 
in equal balance, there happened a total eclipfe of the fun, 
which overfpread both armies with a horrible darknels ; in- 
fomuch that being affrighted at fuch a critical judgment of 
heaven (as they thought it) both fides put up their (words ; 
and they agreed to refer the controverfy between them to 
two arbitrators. Halyattes, king of Lydia, chofe Siennefis, 
king of Cilicia ; Cyaxares, the Median monarch, chofe Ne- 
buchadnezzar, now bufy in leading the ‘ews into captivity. 
© Nebuchadnezzar is by Herodotus called Libynetus. It feems 
to me, that the letter N, in the beginning of the word, 
has, in the antient copies of Herodotus been turned into 
A; and then the words, in two different dialects, are not 
very different. 
‘ Thefe great arbitrators compromifed the matter between 
the contending parties, by making a match between the two 
royal families; and {o reftored peace and friendfhip. A//y- 
ages, the fon of Cyaxares, king of Media, married Ariena, 
daughter of Halyattes, king of Lydia, of whom, a year after 
was born Cyaxares, whom the prophet Daniel calls Darius 
the Mede. And in the Jaft mentioned year, king Cyaxares 
gave his daughter Mandane in matriage to Cambyfes, king 
‘ of Perfa; of whom, the next year, was born the great 
© Cyrus, the founder of the Perfian monarchy, whom the pro- 
‘ phet J/aiah foretold by name, that he fhould reftore the po- 
‘ lity of the ‘Fews, the city of ‘ferufalem, and the Temple, and 
* return the facred veflels of gold and filver, which Nebuchad- 
* nezzar had carried away, and put into his heathen temple 
© at Babylon. 

‘ Thus ended this famous quarrel between the Aedes and 
* Lydians, through the timely event of a total folar ecliple, 
* made ftill the more eminent, that it was calculated and foretold 
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‘ to the Jonians by Thales of Meletus, at that time in the 37th 
‘ year of his age. 

This ec lipfe is the firft that is fo circumftantially recorded, 
But it is furpri fing how the learned have erred in determining 
the year in which this memorable afair happened. Pliny tells 
us, It was the fourth year of the xLviil Olympiad ; whereas it 
was the fourth year of the xii, Indeed it is not impoffible but 
the numeral letter v may have crept into the ori; ginal. Accord- 
ing to Clemens Alexandrinus it a appened about the hftieth Olym- 
piad, whic h is farther from the truththan Py’s account. Arch- 
bifhop Usher makes it two years too late, and Dr. Prideaux 
five. Sir J/aac Newton gives us the true month and day, but 
has followed Riceiolus in “placing i it in the 585th year. 

Mr. Coffard oblerves, that in calculating feveral antiene 
eclipfes, he cannot make them fucceed to his mind, without 
making an allowance for the moon’s accelleration ; but as this 
allowanc e is not a confequence of any part of the theory of 
the moon, it follows, that fomcthing is wanting to render it 
complete. “The quantity Mr. Co//ard thinks neceflary to be 
voc is about one minute in fifty-four years. 

Befides the above articles, from which we have given 
extracts, this volume onatains the following papers. 

1. An account of an extraordinary ftream of wind, which 
fhot through part of the parifhes of Termoncmungan and Urney, 
in the county of Tyrone, O. 11,1752. By William Henry, 
D. D. reétor of the parith of Uraey : communicated by the 
right hon. Lord Cadogan. F.R. S. 

2. An account of a book, entitled P. D: Pauli Frifti Me- 
diolanenfis, Se. Difqt tie mathematica in caufam phyficam fi- 
gure & magnitudinis Telluris nofire; printed at Milan in 1752, 
infcribed to Count de Sylva, by femes Short, F.R. S. 

3. An account of the cafe of Anne Elizabeth Querist, of 
Paris, whofe bones were diftorted and foftened ; by Ambrofe 
Hofty, M. D. of the faculty at Paris. 

An accoynt of a Raman altar, with an infcription upon 
it, found i in April laft at York, and communicated to the fo- 
ciety of antiquaries, by Mr, Francis Drake, F.R.S. As 
alfo.a brief explication of the infcri iption by ‘fobx Ward, LL.D. 
Profeflor of rhetoric in Grefham- college, and V. P.R.S. 

5. An account of Mr. Appleby’s procels to make fea- water 
frcih; with fome expcriments therewith. Communicated to 
the roya} fociety by Hilliam WVatfon, ¥. R. S. 

6. A tranflation and explanation of fome articles in a book, 
entitled Thesrie de la figure de la terre; by Monf. Clatraut, of 
the royal academy of {ciences at Paris, and F. R.S. 


7. An 
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_ An account of a ftorm of thunder and lightning, near 
Ludgvan, in Cornwall, in a letter from the rev. Mr. William 
Borlafe, M.A. F.R.S. to the rev. Dr. Lyttleton, dean of Exeter. 

8. A fecond letter of the rev. William Henry, D.D. to the 
right hon. the Lord Cadogan, F. R. S. concerning the copper- 
Springs in the county of Wicklow, in Ireland. 

. The conftruction of the logarithmic lines on the 
Gunter’s {cale ; by Mr. Fobn Robertfon, F. R. S. | 

10. A letter from Mr. Fobn Dolland, to Mr. ‘fames Short, 
F. R. S. concerning an improvement of refracting telefcopes. 

11. An extract from the thermometrical obfervations made 
by Monf. Demidoff, at Solikamfky, on the borders of Siberia, 
lat. 59. in the year 1751, by a thermometer adapted to Monf. 
De I’ Iffe’s {cale, which, in this extract, are reduced likewife to 
thofe of Fahrenheit and Monf. Reaumur; by the right hon. 
George ear] of Macclesfield. Pr. R.S. 

12. A comparifon of different thermometrical obfervations 
in Siberia; by Mr. William Watfon, ¥. R. S. 

13. A catalogue of the fifty plants from Chel/fea garden, pre- 
fented to the royal focicty by the worfhipful company of apo- 
thecaries for the year 1752, purfuant to the direction of Sir 
Hans Sloare, bart. Med. Reg. & Soc. Reg. nuper prafes; by 
Fohn Wilmer, M. D. Societat. Pharmaceut. Lond. Soc. Hort. 
Chel. prafec?. SF pralee. Botanic. 

14. Obfervations on a remarkable coraline, in a letter from 
Mr. ‘fobn Ellis to the rev. Thomas Birch, D. D. Sec. R. S. 

* 16. An account of fome uncommon foffil bodies, by Mr. 
Henry Baker, F.R.S. 

16. An abftract of a difcourfe, entitled The hifory of the em- 
peror Tetricus, explained and illuftrated by medals; written in 
French by Mr. Claude Gros de Boze keeper of the medals in 
the French king’s cabinet, &c. and fent by him to Dr. Mead, 
to be communicated to this fociety. By ‘fohn Ward, L.L.D. 
Rhet. Prof. Gre/h. and V. P. R.S. 

17. A letter from the rev. Mr. George Coftard to Dr. Bevis, 
concerning an eclipfe mentioned by Xenophon. 

18. A delcription of a new method of opening the cornea, 
in order to extract the cryftalline humour; by Mr. Samuel 
Sharp, furgeon to Guy’s hofpital, and F. R. S. 

19. Experiments by Francis Hume, M. D. on fith and flefh 
preferved in lime-water; communicated by Fohn Clephane, 
M.D. F.R.S. 

20. A letter from Mr. James Short, F.R.S. to the right 
hon, the earl of Macclesfield, prefident, concerning a paper of 
the 
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the late Servington Savary, efq; relating to his invention of g 
new micrometer. 

21. A defcription of a contrivance for meafuring {mall 
angles, by Mr. ‘fohn Dolland; communicated by Mr. Fames 
Short, F. R.S. 

22. A letter to Sir Peter Thompfon knt. F. R. S. concern- 
ing experiments on the copper-{prings in Wicklow, in Ireland, 
and obfervations thereon by ‘fobn Bond, M. D. 

23. A letter from Dr. Bevis to Mr. ‘James Short, F.R.S, 
concerning Mr. Ga/coigne’s invention of the micrometer, 

24. Obiervations on the tranfit of AZercury over the fun, 
May 6, 1753; by Mr. F. Short, F.R.S. | 

25. The number of people in the city of Bri/fol, calculated 
from the burials for ten years fucceflive, and alfo from the 
number of houfes ; by ‘fohn Browning, efq; communicated by 
H. Baker, F. R.S. 

26. A further account of the giant’s caufeway in the county 
of Antrim, in Ireland; by the rev. Richard Pococke, L. L. D, 
archdeacon of Dublin, and F. R. S. 

27. A Jetter upon the fame fubject from the rev. Richard 
Pocacke, archdeacon of Dublin, to Thomas Birch, D. D. Sec. 
R. &. 

28. A viewof the relation between the celebrated Dr. Halley's 
tables, and the notions of Mr. de Buffon, for eftablifhing a rule 
for the probable duration of the life of man; by Mr. Wilkam 
Kerffeboom, of the Hague. Tranflated from the French by 7. 
Parjons, M.D. F.R. S. 

29. A letter from Mr. TJ. Me/vel to the rev. Fames Bradley, 
D.D. F.R.S. With a difcourfe concerning the caufe of the 
different retrangibility of the rays of light. 

30. ‘The cafe of the operation for the empyema, fuccefsfully 
performed by Mr. Fofeph Warner, F. R.S. and furgeon to 
Guy’s hofpital. 

31. Extract of a letter from Mr. fames Dodfon, to Mr. 
William Mountaine, F.R. S. 

~32. A letter from ‘fohn Lining, M.D. of Charles-town, 
South Carolina, to the rev. Thomas Birch, D. D. Sec. R. 5. 
concerning the quantity of rain fallen there from ‘fanuary 17385 
to December 1752. : 

33. A letter from Mr. Emanuel Mendez da Cofta, F.R.S. 
to Thomas Birch, D. D. Sec. R.S. concerning the foffil found 
at Dudley, in Staffordfbire, and defcribed in Philofopbical 
Tranfactions, numb. 496. 

34. Letters relating to a theorem of Mr. Euler, of the 
royal academy of {ciences at Berlin, and F, R.S. for eorrect- 
ing 
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ing the aberrations in the object-glafles of refracting tele- 
en remarkable cafe of fragility, flexibility, and diffolu- 
tion of the bones; communicated by ‘Fohn Pringle, M. D. 
F,R.S. :, 

36. Aftronomical obfervations, made in Surrey-/freet, 
London, by Ff. Bevis, M.D. and ij Short, A. M. F. R. S. 

377A letter from Mr. ‘Fobn Ellis, to Mr. Peter Collifon, 
F.R. §. concerning a clufter-polype, found in the fea, near 
the coaft of Greenland. | : 

38. Extracts from two letters from Father Gaubil, of the 
fociety of “Fe/us, at Peking, in China. ‘Tranflated from the 
French. 

9. A letter from Mr. William Shervington, to Benjamin 
Franklin, eq; of Philadelphia, concerning the tranfit of Mer- 
cury over the fun on the 6th of May, 1753, as obferved in 
the ifland of Antigua: communicated by Mr. Peter Collinfon, 
F.R. S. 

40. An account of the barometer, and the ftate of the wea- 
ther at Dublin, from the 7th of March, 1752, to the 28th of 
February 1753, by ‘fames Simon, efg; F.R. 5. and fecretary 
of the incorporated fociety at Dudlin; communicated by Mr. 
Henry Baker, F. R.S. 

41. A fecond account of the new method of opening the 
cornea, for taking away the cataract; by Mr. Samuel Sharp, 
furgeon to Guy’s hofpital, and F. R. S. 

42. An attempt to explain an antient Roman infcription, 
cut upon a ftone lately found at Bath. By Fobn Ward, L.L.D. 
Rhet. Prof. Gre/b. and V.P.R.S. 

43. Aletter to the right hon. the earl of Macclesfield, prefi- 
dent of the royal fociety, from Mr. Benjamin eo F.R. S. 
concerning fome electrical experiments made at Paris. 

44. Electrical experiments, with an attempt to account for 
their feveral phenomena; together with fome obfervations on 
thunder-clouds, by ‘ohn Canton, M. A. and F. R. S. 

45. Extract of a letter from Profeflor Bofe, of Wittemberg, 
to the right hon. George earl of Macclesfield, Pr. R. S. with ob- 
fervations thereupon Mr. by William Watfon, F. R. S. 

46. An account of a memoir read at the royal academy of 
{ciences at Paris, by M. de Barros, a Portuguefe gentleman, 
concerning certain phenomena obferved by him at Paris, in the 
_ “ww of Mercury over the fun; by F. Short, A. M. 

RS. 

47. Anexplication of an obfcure paflage in Albert Girard’s 
commentary on Simon Stevin’s works; by Mr. Sym/on, pro- 
feflor 
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feffor of mathematics at the univerfity of Gla/zeow: communi. 
cated by the right hon. Philip earl Stanhope. 

48. Obfervations upon the electricity of the air, made at 
the Chateau de Maintenon, during the months of ‘fune, Fuly, 
and Offober, 17533 being part of a letter from the Abbé Ma. 
«eas, F.R.S. to the rev. Stephen Hales, D.D. F.R.S. Trang 
lated from the French by Fames Parfons, M. D. F.R.S, 


B. 





Art. xxvitt. The Athanafian Creed re-examined, upon princi- 
ples of fober reafon and fcripture, and upon a new plan of en. 
quiry: in feveral letters to a doubting friend, publifbed on oc- 
cafion of fome late debates, in order to give full and final fa- 
risfattzon upon the fubjef. By a Clergyman of the Church of 
England, defirous to promote truth and peace, and to rettify 
any error upon fair conviction. 8vo. ts. 6d. G. Woodfall. 


HE propriety and ufefulnefs of the obfervations which 

i are contained in this ingenious and accurate perfor- 
mance, and the candor and modefty with which they are pro- 
pofed, cannot but yield fatisfaction to every difinterefted and 
impartial reader. 

In the introduction our author juftly remarks, that fome 
eminent writers upon thefe fubjects, while they feem to affert 
the general {cheme of principles advanced in this creed, as it 
is commonly received, do yet profefs to follow the moderate 
opinion of thofe critical expofitors, who apprehend that the 
author of the creed doth not lay the /re/s upon every Uittle 
nicety of explication, but upon the main doétrine. To perfons 
of thefe fentiments, he obferves, that God hath not given any 
authority to men, to tamper with what he hath revealed ; ot 
to offer any little nicety of explication, in points not by himfelf 
explained, tho’ they fhould afterwards fay (which neverthelefs 
the author of this creed hath not done) that they do not lay 
any ftrefs upon fuch nicety. He thinks, that they ought to 
Jeave things of this kind, as God hath left them; revealed in 
general, but not particularly explained; efpecially as they 
themfelves are ready, in effec?, to confefs, that they are inex- 


plicable: for they acknowledge the doctrine, in fome parts of 


it at leaft, incomprehenfible. 

Our author likewife takes occafion, from the conceffions of 
fome, who in general approve of this theological fyftem, to 
cenfure a zealcus attachment to thofe explications which they 
allow not to have yet attained any happy fuccefs; but, as they 
are 
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gre perfuaded, have done much harm: having not only ex- 

fed this doctrine to obloquy and contempt, but alfo occa~- 
foned hot difputes, open contefts, and bitter animofities. And 
tho’ it be admitted, that thefe explications be ever fo convin- 
cing and fatisfactory to learned men, yet the illiterate, whe 
are the far greater part of mankind, and do moft need the 

laineft inftructions, can never receive any benefit from them : 
for thefe explications being full of nice diftinCtions, and dreffled 
up in logical, meraphycai and f{cholaftic terms, unlearned 
men; who are perfect ftrangers to fuch hard notions, can never 
underftand them. And fince Dr. Waterland himfelf confeffles, 
that all are not capable of feeing through every nicety in this 
creed, may we not reafonably afk, is it then neceflary that all 
fhould rehearfe it, and declare their approbation (as they ac- 
tually do by that rehearfal) of every fuch nicety$ 

But our author hath adopted, and with great modefty and 
decency pleaded for a more rational and generous fcheme. He 
ftudioufly declines thofe magifterial airs which fome advocates 
for the niceties of explication have afiumed; and who, inftead 
of acting the part of unbiaffed enquirers, and candid inftruc- 
tors, have appeared in the imperious characters of overbearing 
di@ators and decifive judges, According to his apprehenfion, 
formed upon what he hath learned from the fcriptures, taken 
in their moft, plain and general terms, the falvation of men’s 
fouls doth not depend upon the dodtrine of the Trinity, as par- 
ticularized by fome creeds, but upon the one great point of 
embracing the gofpel, and living conformably to its ‘rules. 
Among many evidences of his regard to pure and genuine 
chriftianity, for which he every where approves himfelf a very 
judicious and confiftent advocate, we may obferve, that he 
would confine our views in this debate to the facred {criptures, 
as the fupreme directory, and the alone authentic ftandard of 
our faith, The facred oracles he confiders as the only fure 
rule by which we are to regulate our judgments in all points 
peculiar to revelation; and as furnifhing all the neceflary 
means for conducting us fafely to heaven: while human ex- 
planatory fymbols, in every article wherein they effentially differ 
from the dictates of this perfeét and infallible inftructor, Ought 
to be rejected as deviations from divine una!tegable truth, and 
erroneous and delufive guides. 

It is alfo with our author matter of frequent and juft com- 
plaint, that the predeterminations of fathers, councils, churches, 
and fyftems, often place a wrong bias on our judgments, and 
throw almoft infuperable difficulties in our way; by which 
too many are unhappily diverted from giving a proper attention 
to 
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to the declarations of the gofpel, rm relation to 4 point which 
can only be clearly fettled, and finally determined, to general f- 
tisfaction, by thofe declarations. 

Our author’s performance is divided into four letters. The 
firft letter contains fome ufeful obfervations upon thofe princi. 
ples and duties, to which the fcriptures afcribe a real impor- 
tance, as abfolutely neceflary to falvation. Repentance, faith 
and obedience, or holinefs, he confiders as the effential condi- 
tions of acceptance with God. Sincerely to embrace the gof- 
pel, and to order our converfation according to its rules, is, 
he thinks, appointed as the fure foundation of hope towards 
God. ‘ Thisalone,’ fays he, ‘ appears to me to be neceflary 
© to falvation, and I believe it to be all that God intended, 
The word of God no where tells me, you muft believe an 
unity in trinity, and a trinity in unity, and all after a parti- 
cular mode and manner of explication (as fhall be expreffed 
and fet forth in fome future creeds) or you cannot be faved, 
But what faith it? Bevieve on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and 
‘thou foalt besAVED *. REPENT ye and believe the GosPEL +, 
Except ye repent ye fhall all PERisH}. Without HOLINEss no 
man foall fee thef Lord ||. And to add no more declarations 
of this kind here, Chri/? is become the author of eternal sats 
VATION #0 all that opEY him§. ‘Thefe few declarations, 
in my humble opinion, contain the {um and fubftance of the 
gofpel ; and being interpreted according to a reafonable la- 
titude, do fufficiently fet forth the whole end and defign of 
it; which comes in fhort to this: ** Jefus Chrift, the bleffed 
fon of God, came into the world to fave finners. This he 
does by calling them to repentance and amendment of life; 

affuring them of pardon from God his father, on fuch their 
return, and their hearty embracing the offers which he 
makes them ; taking him for their faviour, and the onl 
mediator between God and men, for whom Chrift died, to 
make reconciliation between both, and to procure an eter- 
nal inheritance to all that are fanétified through faith in his 
“* name.”—* This, I think, fully expreffes the general defign 
‘ of the gofpel-revelation, or the plain and comprebenfive 
‘ meaning of that great counfel of God for the falvation of 
men, which St. Pau/ declared to the world, when he te/tified 
both to the “fews and alfo to the Greeks, repentance towards 
© God, and faith towards our lord Tefus Chrift. Adis xx. 21° 
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@ur author proceeds to fet before the reader, the moft re- 
markable aflertions of the creed, and places in oppofite co- 
jumns fuch paflages of fcripture as evidently contradict and 
fubvert thofe affertions. He then takes notice, that great ftrefs 
hath been laid by fome upon thefe words of our Lord, he that 
believeth not fhall be damned, as if they referred immediately to 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and were a juft foundation for 
condemning thofe who do not affent to it as delivered in the 
modern forms; and by a feries of judicious criticifms upon 
vatious texts of fcripture, relative to this declaration of Chrift, 
he attempts, and we apprehend with convictive evidence, to 
fettle the precife meaning of it. He points out the meannefs 
of the attempt to bring down the great defign of the gofpel, 
to abet the narrow purpofes of creeds; as the gofpel is of a 
moft benevolent nature, while fome creeds are a the badges 
ofaparty. In the remaining part of this letter he clearly re-. 
prefents, that the pofitions of this creed place the falvation of 
men upon a different foundation from the facred fcriptures ; 
and by enumerating various particulars, he fhews upon what 
great points the fcripture lays the main ftrefs, in contradiction 
to thofe nicer articles which this creed fets forth as the tefts of 
orthodoxy, and the criterions of damnation. 

In the fecond letter, which the author defigns as a fupple- 
ment to the firft, he endeavours to give a juft and full expli- 
cation of the aflertion of the evangelift St. ‘fohn, towards the 
conclufion of his gofpel, “John xx. 31. Thefe things are written, 
that ye may believe that JEsus Is THE CHRIST, THE SON OF 
Gon, and that believing ye might have L1FE through his name. 
Thefe words, in our author’s opinion, reft our falvation wholly 
upon our believing this one point, that ‘fe/us is the Chri/t, the 
fon of God. And he concludes, that thofe who believe this 
tn its true fenfe, fhall obtain everlafting life through his name. 
He urges feveral pertinent obfervations, to illu{trate the mean- 
ing of this {cripture affertion ; and having introduced and jufti- 
fied the fentiments of the judicious Mr. Locke upon this argu- 
ment, he proceeds to exhibit an ample reprefentation of thie 
critical remarks and reafonings of the moft learned and accu- 
rate profeflor Limborch on this point, in his commentary upon 
the aéts of the apoftles, and on the epiftles to the Romans, 
and to the Hebrews; which he highly applauds and recom- 
mends as containing the moft folid and ufeful obfervations 
upon the fcriptures. 

In the third letter our author compares this creed with the 
{cripture in another view ; regarding chiefly its diction and 
manner of inftruction, which are fo very different from thofe 

which 
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which we find in fcripture. He intimates, that the compari 
of thefe two together, will perhaps as much leilen our efteem 
for the one, as it will increafe it for the other. In this com. 
parifon it is very obvious, that the advantage is entirely on the 
fide of {cripture, as to plainnefs, fimplicity, and ufeful inftruc. 
tion ; while he freely cenfures the impropriety of making ab- 
ftrufe points the fubjeét of our folemn addrefles to heaven; 
which, as bifhop Taylor fpeaks in another cafe, is no better 
than ‘ deriving our opinions into our devotions ; making {chool 
© points become our religion; making God (fo far as we can) 
© a party in, and entitling him to, our impertinent wRANG- 
* LINGs.’ 

The defign of the fourth and laft letter, is to perfuade al] 
chriftians, in their enquiries after truth, upon religious fubjects, 
to lay afide all other teachers befides the writers of the holy 
{criptures; and that they would not take the fentiments or 
{chemes of elder or later writers, whether fchoolmen or fathers, 
or divines of any party, for a perfect teft of truth and of ortho- 
doxy, where the facred {criptures alone would lead them into 
the greateft truth, and the higheft orthodoxy, We refer our 
readers to the author upon this head, as he endeavours b 
quotations from fome celebrated writers, to eftablifh and il- 
Juftrate the aflertions he hath advanced. We hope fora can- 
did indulgence in fome additional hints in reference to the 
fubject of this article. 

Ihe intelligent reader will eafily difcern, that whatever 
characters of diftinétion and equality are afferted, that the 
three perfons are but one individual numerical perfon, in the 
fame {enfe in which they are declared to be one God; whilft 
they are really and certainly three diftin@ Gods, in the fame 
{enfe in which they are aflerted to be three diftiné perfons. 
From {cripture it is evident, that the titles of ovE Gop, ONLY 
TRUE Gop, are perfonal characters ; appropriated and peculiar 
only to God the father: or the proper and unalienable prero- 
gatives of him alone. And from reafon it is clear, that all 
qualities or predications which are properly perfonal, are indi- 
vidual and incommunicable. Now whatever fond efteem any 
may be difpofed to entertain for the Athanafian creed, yet it 
mutt be allowed, that in point of antiquity and dignity, it can 
claim no juft competition with the Nicene; which truly placeth 
the appropriate exclufive character of ONE Gop in the father 
alone. And bifhop Pearfon hath obferved, that the creed 
called the apo/fles, in the churches of the eaft, before the coun- 
cil of Nice, had the firft article of it thus exprefied ; I believe 
in ONE Gop, the father almighty. Expo/ition, &c. art. I. p. oy 
4 f. 
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Dr. Vallis, notwithftanding his ardent zeal for the doétrine it 
js fuppofed to affert, was fo averfe to a rigid conftruction of 
the damnatory fentences, that he generoufly owned, that they 
were enough to make the creed too formidable to be approved 
of. Letters on the Trinity, lett. III. page 21. 

The fentiments of the two great reformers upon unfcriptu- 
ral phrafes, relating to this fubjeét, may be not unacceptable 
to fome perfons. Luther, in his Poftil. Major. Dominic. fays, 
“© The word TRINITY founds oddly, andis a human invention. 
«© It were better to call Almighty God, Gop, than trinity.” 
The €xpreffions of Calvin, in Admonit. 1. ad Polonos, are 
equally remarkable for their freedom and plainnefs. ‘ I like 
“ not this prayer, O holy, bleffed, and glorious TRINITY ; it fa- 
“ vours of barbarity ;—the word Trinity is barbarous, infi- 
“ pid, profane ; a human invention, grounded on no teftimony 
“ of God’s word; the popish Gop, unknown to the prophets 


“© and apoftles.” Pr 





Art. xxix. Sermons on various fubjects, with a prefatory dif- 
courfe on miftakes concerning religion, enthufiafm, experiences, 
évc. By Thomas Hartley, 4. M. rector of Winwick, in 
Northamptonfhire. Printed for the author. 8vo. 53. Man- 
by, Whifton, &c. ' 


HO’ there are many traces of a good heart, and of a 

pious temper and difpofition of mind, to be met with 
in the fermons now before us, yet the author’s manner, and 
the general turn of fentiment that appears in them, will not, 
we apprehend, be very agreeable to the generality of readers. 
Such indeed as are fond of feeing human reafon debafed and 
vilified,who are pleafed with declamations on the corruption and 
depravity of human nature, in confequence of the fall, and 
with the notions of divine impulfes, the wonderful and inex- 
plicable influences of the fpirit, &c. will, no doubt, find great 
fatisfaction in the perufal of them: but thofe who look upon 
reafon to be the firft and beft of God’s gifts to men, and are 
defirous of building their religion on a rational founda- 
tion, will find lefs to admire in them. The following ex- 
tracts will, we hope, be thought fufficient, as a fpecimen of 
the whole. 

* We call the fcriptures the word of God,’ fays Mr. Hart- 
ley, ferm, 8th, * inafmuch as they teftify of him who is the 
* living word of God that abideth for ever, and as they were 

Vor. XI. S * fpo- 
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fpoken and written by holy men of old, as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoft; if then we receive their teftimony, and 
the truth which they are appointed to convey, in demon- 
{tration of that fame power and infpiration by which they 
were given, they become really profitable for our inftruc. 
tion in godlinefs ; otherwife, whether they be preached or 
read, they are only founds and fyllables, we hear the voice 
of man but not the voice of God, we read language and 
propofitions, and annex our own ideas to them, but attain 
not to divine truth; for this lieth not in the conjeétures, 
apprehentions, or invented meanings which man’s wifdom 
teacheth, but is of far more noble extraction, even the 
breath of the power of God, and a pure influence that flow- 
eth from the glory of the almighty, the brightnefs of the 
everlafting light, the undefiled mirrour of the majefty of 

God, which entering into holy fouls, maketh them the friends 
of Gad and prophets. ‘This infpiration of the Almighty 
givirtggunderftanding, is the only true interpreter of fpiri- 
tual things, the living rule, the infallible guide: the words 
which I fpeak unto you, fays our Lord, they are /pirit, and 
they are life.— 

‘ We know you well,’ fays he in fermon gth, ¢ ye fons of 
reafon, in your full ftrength, and have weighed every argu- 
ment and plea you have to offer for your infidelity in the 
balance of the fanctuary, and found them wanting: give 
us, you fay, a religion which we can comprehend, and 
do@trines which will quadrate with our reafon, and we will 
believe them; but as to thefe unintelligible myfteries, we 
cannot away with them: but herein you err, not knowing 
your own weaknefs, in that you fet up a fufficiency as of 
yourfelves, whereby to judge and determine concerning the 
deep things of God; but as foon may you hope to mete out 
the heavens with a {pan, or to gather the wind in your fift, 
tor thefe things knoweth no man of himfelf; but God te- 
vealeth them to us by his fpirit. Reafon can indeed fpecu- 
Jate upon the works of God in the creation, and frame ar- 
guments and conclufions from fuch ideal knowledge; but 
the things of the {pirit of God, the natural man, even of 
the greateft and moft approved abilities, as fuch, cannot re- 
ceive them, nay, counteth them foolifhnefs, for there is an 
infinite difproportion betwixt his faculties and thefe objects, 
and therefore an utter impoffibility to difcern fupernatutal 
things, but by a fupernatural light: confequently, all reli- 
gion that hath no deeper foundation than in the reafonings of 


the earthly underftanding, muft be attended with peer 
© an 
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difmal effects of the fall, the many deplorable inftances of 


ved © and diffatisfa€tion, as wanting evidence and influence fuf- 
ind ‘ ficient for the mind to reft on with any tolerable comfort: 
on- © all that men build hereon is no better than a Babel of opi- 
ley © nions and conjectures, and all their zeal and knowledge in 
uc- © religion, but walking in the light of their ownfire, and in 
or ‘ the {parks that they have kindled.’— 
ice In fermon tenth we find the following paflage, with which 
ind we fhall clofe this article. ‘ To the divine prohibition given 
ain ‘ to Adam, concerning the tree of the knowledge of good and | 
CS, ‘ evil, was annexed the denunciation of the fatal confequence 
om ‘ of difobedience.—Jn the day that thou eateft thereof thou shalt 
the © furely die. But Adam and Eve did eat thereof, and in that 
w- * day they did furely die; for they not only became mortal or 
the * fubject to a bodily death, but they actually fuffered a fpiri- 
of ‘ tual death, by the lofs of that holy, heavenly life and nature, 
ads © in which confifted the happinefs and perfeétion of their ftate. 
ity © In the image of God created he man, as a creatural reprefen- 
I © tation of the glorious and ever-bleffed deity: but man di- 
rds ‘ vided his will from God, caft his imagination and defire 
nd ¢ into a ftate of felf-dependance, and, led by a fatal curiofity, 

‘ became miferably wile, through a diftinét knowledge of the 
of © good he had loft, and a fad experience of that evil into which 
su ‘ he had plunged himfelf. Nor was it only in a dreadful 
he ‘ feparation from God, that the human nature ftood in the 
ve * hour of its apoltacy, but the wicked feducing fpirit alfo en- 
nd tered into it, and infected it with the poifon of his own 
vill * hellifh nature, and fo it became enmity againftGod. From 
we ‘ the time of this woeful covenant, entered into by our firft 
ng ‘ parents with fin and death; from this unnatural agreement 
of * with hell and hoftility againft heaven, we date the origin of 
the * Satan’s accefs to the fouls of men, and lament, among other 
ut ‘ 

€ 





ft, perfons pofielled of devils, inftead of bemg temples of the 
re * Holy Ghoft, an habitation of God through the fpirit.’ 

nd 

ar . —— = 
ut . , os 
of ART. XXX, Two Differtations: the firft on the fuppofed fuicide 
of Samfon ; wherein the part he bore in his own death is vin- 
vs dicated from the imputation of felf-murther ; and the nature 
+. and heinoufnefs of that crime are fully fet forth. The fecond on 
“ Jephtha’s vow ; wherein is proved, that his vow was fulfilled 
ii. and his daughter not facrificed. 8vo. 2s. Innys. 

vd Lr the firft of thefe differtations the author, who appears to 
a be a plain well-meaning perfon, confiders the two follow- 


ing queftions, viz. 1ft, Whether fuicide is lawful or unlaw- 
S 2 ful ? 
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ful? gdly. Whether the acceffion Sam/fon had unto his own 
death, (we ufe the writer’s own words) is to be condemned 
or vindicated. 

Suicide, he tells us, is of two different kinds: the firft he 
defines thus, 4 fuictde wilfully, intentionally acted, by a perfon 
having the exercife of reafon, with a defire and defign to be rid 
A life. This he affirms to be not only criminal, but @ mf 
heinous and attrocious guiltine/s. “The fecond is, according to 
his definition, when the felf-flayer, having the exercife of reafan, 
wilfully and intentionally adventures upon an action, attended 
with an extremity of danger, and out of the way A his lawful 
bufine{s and duty, by which his life perifbeth, altho’ he has neither 
a defire nar defign to be rid of life. This too he affirms to be 
highly criminal, tho’ far from being of the heinous nature 
the abovementioned confummate and moft attrocious fin of fuicide, 

He goes on to point out the proofs of the flagitious /infulnefs 
of the firft kind of fuicide, and then examines what has been 
pleaded in defence of it; telling us, as he goes along, that 
the many inftances of it are, in agreat meafure, owing to the 
writings of deifts, who have taken upon them to juttify it. 
With regard to Samfon, he confiders him as acting in the laft 
fcene of his life by a divine impulfe ; and endeavours to fhew, 
at the fame time, that he may be vindicated from all criminal 
fuicide, even without having recourfe to @ divine motion. 

He introduces the fecond diflertation with telling us, that 
the deifts endeavour to fhew, that the offering of human fa- 
crifices is countenanced by the holy fcriptures, from the com- 
mand given to Abraham to offer his fon J/aac, and the cafe of 
Fephtha’s vow. The firft of thefe he promifes to clear fufi- 
ciently in another diflertation: as to Sephtha’s vow, he gives 
us the fentiments of Yewi/> and chriftian writers concerning 
it; fets down the words of the text, and fhews the different 
ways in which interpteters expound it. The Hebrew particle 
wvau, we are told, which in our bibles is tranflated and, in the 
laft @laufe of verfe 31ft fudg. 11. ought, according to fome 
lea rabbies, to be tranflated or; and upon this point our 
author thinks the difpute turns: hear what he fays. 

‘ Having ftated the queftion in controverfy in this manner, as 
‘ it arifeth from the two different ways of tranflating the He- 
« brew particle vax, there are two things very remarkable, 
‘ which the reader is defired to obferve with a fpecial attention. 

‘ Firft, that even the patrons of the harfh fentiment, who 
« think ‘Fephtha did vow, fo as to bind himfelf to facrifice his 
‘ daughter, and that he actually did fo; yet neither do nor can 
* deny, that the particle vex doth fignify or, as well as _ 
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¢ tho’ not fo frequently: for every Hebrew lexicon allows 
‘this. And they alfo own, that in many texts it is neceflary 
‘ to tranflate it fo.—This, I fay, is agreed on all fides, and 
‘ confequently, that fometimes the vau is disjunéfive, 1. e. fe- 
‘ parateth what goes before, from what doth follow : and not 
© conjunétive, i. ¢. doth not join them together. 

‘ The fecond thing very remarkable is, that even they who 
¢ are againft correéting our tranflation from and into or, and 
‘ difpute warmly againft it, even to the pleading logically in 
¢ the terms of genus and /pecies, yet when they come to an- 
‘ {wer this queftion, what if the fubject coming forth to meet 
« Fephtha, had been a dog, or fwine, an horfe, or an afs, or 
‘ camel, none of which could be a lawful facrifice? Then 
‘ they are conftrained to diftinguifh, to disjoin and feparate ; 
¢ and to own fuch fubjects could not be facrificed: and that 
¢ in this cafe, the vow muft be fo qualified, as either not to be 
¢ atall binding, or to imply thus, if it is a fubjeét proper to 
* be offered. 

‘ I leave every impartial reader here to judge, if the con- 
© ceffions which thofe of the harfh fentiment are conftrained to 
¢ make, according to the two remarks I have made, do not 
¢ really amount to the giving up or yielding the whole queffion 
* to the merciful fide. Becaufe, by their own confeffion, in 
‘ the firf? remark, they are conftrained to allow, that fome- 
‘ times the particle vau not only may, but muft be tranflated 
‘ or, i.e. when the circumftances make it neceflary. Again, 
© by the /econd remark, they are alfo conftrained to own, that 
© Fephtha’s vow to make a burnt-offering of whatfoever did come 
* forth of his houfe to meet him, mutt neceflarily be fo qualified 
* as to imply, if it is a fubje& proper to be offered ; or other- 
‘ wife it could not be binding: and therefore, that.at leaft in 
* this cafe it was disjunéfive, fo as to feparate the fubjects 
* proper to be offered, from thofe that were not proper, but 
* unlawful, to be offered.’ 

This our author feems to think fufficient for deciding the 
queftion, but as it has been rendered intricate dy the artful and 
laborious pleading of kearned men, in order to clear it up, he 
thinks it neceflary to confider every thing of weight that has 
been urged uponit. Such of our readers, however, as are defi- 
rous of knowing what hé advances further, muft have recourfe 


to the diflertation itfelf, R 
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Art.xxxt. A View of Lord Bolingbroke’s Philofophy. In fous 
letters toa friend. Letter fir/} and fecond. 8vo. 2s. Knapton, 


H ©” this ingenious letter-writer has thought proper to 
A conceal his name, yet the manner of writing, the fmart 
and animated turn that appears in his letters, are fuch clear in- 
dications from what pen they flow, that very few, if any, of 
his readers can be fuppofed to be at any lofs upon this head, 
As far as he has confidered Lord Bolingbroke’s philofophy, he 
has given a clear view of it, and placed his lordfhip’s inconfif- 
tcncies and contradictions, which indeed are many and glaring, 
in afull and ftrong light. 

The firft letter is employed in giving us a fpecimen of his 
lordihip’s temper. Quzr author obferves, that his lordfhip, in 
the manner of other conquerors, has erected his firft philofo- 
phy, as he calls it, on a general defolation; and that his me- 
ditations on divine matters are fo extenfive, that there is f{carce 
any one, who has written in defence of virtue or religion, 
but will find himfelf either infulted in his perfon, or mifte- 

refented in his opinions, for no other reafon but that of being 
in his lordfhip’s way. 
‘ But fure,’ fays he, ¢ when a man of his polite manners 
had condefcended to enter into learned altercation, the world 
might at leaft expect a model for the courtly management of 
controver/y: which, once for all, fhould have either reform- 
ed, or dhould for ever difcredit the grofler polemics of the 
{chools. So that tho’ the Divine would expec no great 
matter from thefe oracles of reafzn, yet he would readily ac- 
cept his amends in the manner of fo elegant a pen, And 
perhaps you will think divines had been no, lofers by this 
equivalent: you, who have obferved, that, in their com- 
merce with the world, the chief difficulty lies in the forms: 
indeed, they have been generally thought wanting in them; 
whether their pride prompts them to appeal to the authority 
of reafon, or their prudence teaches them to fubmit to the 
wifdom of their betters. And the management of their con- 
troverfies in the ichools, and the profecutions of their inte- 
refts in courts, have, on different accounts, been equally ob- 
noxious to the cenfure of their adverlaries. I would wil- 
ae as both thefe extremes: for I would, if poflible, 
pre§ve and fupport that love and reverence to an ufeful 
body, which the noble writer, relying not on his own po- 
Jitics, but on other men’s, has, in his fourth effay, devoted 
to deftruction. He, indeed, may call for aid on the /ecular 
‘ army 
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s arm; he has the old reafon for fo doing ; but, I dare fay, the 
clergy never will. ‘Things are now come to'that pafs, that 
the {tate feems to be in more need of their fupport, than 
they of the ftate’s. For, tho’ the cavils of licentious men 
always end in the confirmation of truth and virtue, yet they 
generally fet out in loofening the hold which religion has 
on the PEOPLE. And when that is gone, what other engine 
the magiftrate will invent, to keep the multitude in order, 
they whofe principal concern it is, would do well to con- 
fider. 

‘ As I faid then, I had taken it for granted, that our noble 
adverfary, for an adverfary he has condefcended to be, and 
a warm conflict it is likely to prove, would be principally 
anxious to teach us in his writings, what was his wont in 
converfation, that {tudied politenefs, which is fo well fitted 
to keep inferiors ata diftance: and that when he had declared 
mortal war againft every thing the world ‘hath hitherto called 
RELIGION ; and againft that order (call them as you will, 
PRIESTS Or MINISTERS) which al] ftates had thought pro- 
per to eftablifh for the fupport of it, we fhould fee his at- 
tack carried on by the faireft, as well as ftrongeft, reafons 
ing; the gentleft, as well as the firmeit, addrefs; and the 
politeft, as well as the keenelt, raillery. 

‘ But how was I difappointed to find this confervator of 
ftates, this legiflator in philofophy and religion, utterly un- 
able to raife his head above the rank contagion of the 
fchools ; to fee polemics go their ufual train ; and this fun of 
our new fyftem, whirled along the turbid vortex of contro 
verfy, like any of the moft ignodle of the earthly bodies! Bug 
his POET, or rather his prophet, (who fo magnificently ane 
nounced to us the glad tidings of all thefe good things) 
had prepared us for it. He had contemplated this ftrange 
phenomencn: not, indeed, without furprize. It is, fayshe, 


———— mighty odd : 
A fit of vapours clouds this DEMY-GoD. 


‘ To be plain, I met with nothing in thefe big volumes, but 
the ranknefs of SourH, without his force; and the malig- 
nity of MarveEL, without his wit. You fhall not believe 
me on my own word: the evidence lies before us. Give 
me leave then to prefent you with a SPECIMEN, under his 
own hand, of his candour, his temper, and infinite polite- 
nels. And tho’ one can but ill judge of the harve/f by a 
fample of the field-flowers, yet we may foim a pretty good 
guefs of the foil, 
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‘ Nor is this intemperance of language, of which I propof 
to give you a tafte, the mere efcape of fancy or humour, 
which it would be charity to overlook ;_ it is a fort of for- 
mula dicendi, without which, all his lordfhip’s authentic aéts 
of legiflation, would be invalid: it is the very spirit of 
his mew religion, without which, the whole would be indeed 
but a dead letter.—Without any further preface then, letthe 
fhew begin: only premifing, that as his lordfhip had a 
FIRST PHILCSOPHY to erect, he had an immenfe deal of 
rubbifh to remove; the rubbifh of every great name, and of 
every facred order: all of which ftood directly in his way,’ 

Our author, in the remaining part of his firft letter, pre. 


fents his readers with a large collection of Lord Bolingbroke's 
flowers of fpeech, and makes fhort occafional reflections upon 
them. In the fecond letter he undertakes to explain his fyf- 
tem: the manner in which he introduces itis as follows. ¢It 
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has been obierved,’ fays he, ¢ that rare and extraordinar 
bleflings, whether civil or religious, feldom come till hope 
grows defperate, and long expectation be quite wearied out. 
Then it is the fuperior genius beftirs himfelf, the crifis ap- 
proaches, a coup d’ éclat is ftruck, and the admiring world is 
taken in by furprize. 

‘ The cafe before us is an illuftrious inftance. Never was 
mankind in fo deplorable a way 2s when his lordfhip arrived ; 
from what other fyftem is not yet difcovered: tho’ his tune- 
ful friend was very pofitive he belonged not to this: info- 
much, that when the lait comet appeared, and came pretty 
near the earth, he ufed to tell his acquaintance, he fhould 
not be furprifed if in the event it proved, that it was fent 
only to convey his lordfhip home again; juft as a ftage- 
coach {tops at your door to take up a paflenger. Be this as 
it will: bad indeed was our condition when his lordfhip ar- 
rived.—What fhall I fay, to be a light to thofe who fat in 
darknefs? No, this is the work of meaner miffionaries ; 
but, to RESTORE MANKIND TO THEIR SENSES. 

© For his lordthip, in his account of the general DELIRIUM, 
which had feized the clergy, had given us but a /pecimen of 
the humancondition: the MADNEsSs was indeed UNIVERSAL. 
Infomuch that (as he well exprefies it) ALL THE BEDLAMS 
OF THE WORLD were not fufficient for thefe things ; and, 
to confefs the truth, when was it that the vifions of an over- 
heated-and difordered imagination, fuch as, belief in the mo- 
ral attributes of God, the immortality of the foul, a particular 
proudence, and a future ftate, did not intect all times and 
places ?’ 
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After this introduction, our ingenious letter-writer goes on 
to give us a view of his lordfhip’s fyftem ; which, it is faid, 
rifes on thefe four principles : firft, that we have no adequate 
ideas of the moral attributes of God, his goodnefs and his 
uftice, as we have of his natural, to wit, his power and his 
wifdom ; fecondly, that a future ftate is a fable ; thirdly, that 
the Fewi/h and the chriftian revelations are falfe ; and fourthly, 
that revelation itfelf is impoffible. He makes a few remarks 
on his lordfhip’s management under each of theie heads, and 

ives a fuccinct but clear view of the topics urged in fupport 
of his fyftem. In his remarks on the firft head, he draws a 
very juft and ftriking picture of his lordfhip’s manner of 
writing. After obferving, that in order to erafe at once the 
moral attributes of God out of the intellectual fyftem, he had 
no farther trouble than to decorate Dr. Clarke with variety of 
abufive names, he proceeds as follows, 

‘ As to the argument, our great man’s refpect for that is fo 
‘ profound and fo diftant, that I defy any one unacquainted 
‘ with metaphyfical reafonings, even to guefs what kind of things 
¢ they are, for which the famous minifter of St.“Fames’s is fo te- 
‘ verely handled. For while the divine fuffers, the reafoner, 
‘ as we fay, always efcapes. Now, indeed, you fee him 
feized upon, and ready, as you would think, to be cut up 
alive, and immolated to the fix? philofophy; when a fit of 
railing fhakes his lordfhip; and the ftorm falls upon the 
whole body of modern {choolmen: and fo the doétor efcapes 
for that time. He is again laid hold on, and every thing 
ready for execution; when a fit of /earning comes upon his 
lordfhip, and Pythagoras, Plato, Socrates, and the white band 
of antient metaphyficians, pafs in review, and each receives a 
lafh as he pafles; and {o the doctor efcapes for the fecond 
time. After this his lordfhip, as is fitting, takes his eafe ; 
* more intent upon triumph than bloodfhed; and in the midft 
* of much felf-applaufe for thefe exploits his Essays end, and 
‘ the /ubtle do€tor remains unhurt.’ 

As the main pillar of his lordfhip’s fyftem is this extrava- 
gant paradox, that we have no adequate ideas of God’s meral at- 
tributes, his goodnefs and juftice, as we have of bis natural, bis 
wifdom and power, our letter-writer beftows a particular con- 
fideration on what is urged in fupport of it. He obferves, 
that if we fet the moral attributes afide, we can neither form 
any judgment of the end of man, nor of the nature of God’s 
moral government; that all our knowledge will be confined 
to our prefent ftate and condition; that it is by thefe attri- 
butés alone, we learn, that man was made for happinefs; and 
that 
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that God’s difpenfation to us here is but part of our moral 
fyftem. The fate of all religion therefore being included in 
the queftion of God’s moral attributes, our author thinks it 
of importance to prove, againft his lordfhip, that men ma 
acquire adequate ideas of them in the fame way, that his lord. 
fhip hath fhewn us, we acquire the knowledge of his natural 
attributes, wiz. by the contemplation of his works. 

In order to prevent all ambiguity in the terms, and equivo- 
cation in the ufe of them, he explains what true philofophy 
means by God’s works, whether phyfical or moral. He un- 
derftands by them, that conftitution of things which God hath 
eftablifhed and directed, tending to a plain and evident end; 
without regard to thofe impediments or obftructions in its 
courfe, which the author of nature hath permitted to arife 
from any part of the material or intellectual creation, In 
order to decide the queftion concerning God’s attributes, we 
are to confider, he obferves, the conftitution of things, as it 
is in itfelf, fimply : this conftitution, he tells us, is, properly 
fpeaking, God’s work; the diforders in it, occafioned by the 
abufe of man’s free-will, is not his work, but man’s. This he 
premifes to obviate one continued fophifm that runs through 
all his lordfhip’s reafonings againft the moral attributes: where 
the courfe and operation of the moral conftitution, as it ap- 
pears under the difturbances occafioned by man’s free-will, is 
perpetually put for the conftitution itfelf. 

‘ It is not,’ fays he, * the conftitution of the world, nor the 
© Aate of mankind in it, but the CONSTITUTION OF THE 
MORAL SYSTEM; or the ftate of virtue and vice, as they 
naturally operate to produce happinefs and mifery, by which 
God’s moral attributes are to be tried and afcertained, But 
this, which is a fteady and uniform view, he would have us 
turn away from; to contemplate that obfcure, difturbed, and 
fhifting icene, the actual ftate of vice and virtue, of mifery 
and happinefs, amongft men. That is, he would have us 
conclude concerning God’s nature, not from his voLUN- 
TARY CONSTITUTION of things, but from the breaches 
into that conftitution by the abufe of man’s free-will: which 
yet, when he is arguing for an equal providence, he again 
and again confeiies ought not to be charged upon God; 
and declaims violently againft the folly of thofe, who im- 
pute the effects of that abufe to him. While here, in his 
various attenpts to blot out the idea of God’s moral attributes, 
he is full of the diforders of the moral fyftem as part ot 


God’s detien,” 
Hay- 


* 
. 
- 
4 
< 
a 
€ 
. 
6 
& 


a nn #H “ an 




















For OCTOBER, 1754. 267 


Maving thus far cleared his way, our author proceeds to 
fhew, from God’s works, that we have as precife ideas of his 
oodnefs and juftice, as of his power and wifdom. One of his 
arguments for the reality and full evidence of the moral attri- 
jutes, is taken from Lord Bolingbroke himfelf, and concludes 
on his own principles. His lordfhip obferves, that it is fuffi- 
cient to eftablifh our moral obligations, that we confider them 
relatively to our own fyftem. From thence, he tells us, the 
arife; and fince they arife from thence, it muft be the will of 
that Being who made the fyftem, that we fhould obferve and 
practife them. 

¢ Let me afk then,’ fays our author, ¢ how it is that we 
¢ collect this wILL from the objects which his lordfhip allows 
¢ ys tocontemplate, namely, his works in this fyfem? He 
‘ will fay, from certain qualities in thefe objeéts.— What are 
¢ thofe qualities ? He will reply, the fitve//es of means to ends. 
¢ —Who was the author of thefe fitnefles? He hath told us, 
§ the God of nature.—It was God’s will then we fhould ufe the 
‘ means in order to obtain the ends. Now, in the moral fy{- 
‘tem, the means are virtuous practice, the end happinefs, 
‘ Vistue therefore muft needs be plealing to him; and vice, 
‘ A contrary, difpleafing. Well, but then, as to this /he 
© and diflike ; it mutt be either capricious, or it muft be re- 
¢ gulated on the nature of things. /Vz/dom, which his lord- 
‘ fhip condefcends to give his maker, will not allow us to 
‘ fuppofe it capricious. It is regulated therefore on the nature 
‘of things. But if the nature of things be, as his lordfhip 
‘ holds it is, the conftitution of God, and dependent on his 
‘ will, then he who is pleafed with virtue, and difpleafed with 
§ vice, muft needs be himfelf goed and ju/?.’ 

It would lead us beyond the bounds we muft affign to this 
article, to give our readers a diftinct view of what our ingeni- 
ous letter-writer advances farther on this fubjeét ; we fhall clofe 
it therefore with the conclufion of the fecond letter, which 
is as follows: 

* And now, what I propofed for the fubject of this fecond 
letter is pretty well exhaufted. My fir/? was employed in 
giving you a fpecimen of his temper. This undertakes to 
explain his /y/fem; and I referve the next for a difplay of 
his marvellous ¢a/ents ; tho’ it be true, I have fomewhat an- 
ticipated the fubje&t. For you cannot but have conceived 
already a very uncommon idea of his abilities, on feeing him 
ufe TINDAL’s ARGUMENTS againf? revelation, and for the 
perfection of natural religion, along with his OWN PRIN- 
CIPLES of no moral attributes, and no future fate. “The firft 
© of 
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© of which principles makes one entire abfurdity of all he 
© borrows from Tindal againft revelation; and the /econd takes 
* away the very pretence to PERFECTION in natural religion, 
¢ His lordfhip’s friend Swift, has fome where or other ob- 
ferved, that iio fubject in all nature but RELIGION, could 
have advanced Toland and A/gill into the clafs of reputable 
authors. Another of his friends feems to think, that no 
fubject but RELIGION could have funk his lordfhip fo far 
below it; fever Lord Bolingbroke trifles (fays Pope} it will 
be when he writes om divinity. 

© But this is the ftrange fate of authors, whether with wit, 
or without, when they chufe to write on certain fubjedts, 
For it is with authors as with men: who can guefs which 
velfel was made for honour, and which for difhonour ? When 
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choice veflel of the firA philofophy, his lordfhip’s facred pages, 
may be put to very different ufes, according to the different 
tempers in which they may find his few friends and the 
public ; like the China ‘fordan in the Dunc1ap, which one 
hero pifled into, and another carried home for his head- 
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ART. xxx. The Life of Pope Sixtus V. In which is included 
the fiate of Engiand, France, Spain, Italy, the Swifs Cantons, 
Germany, Poland, Ruffia, Sweden, and the Low Countries, 
at that time. With an account of St. Peter’s, the conclave, and 
manner of chufing a Pope; the Vatican library, the many grand 
abelifks, aqueducis, bridges, hofpitals, palaces, ftreets, towns, 
and cther noble edifices, begun and finifbed by him. The whole 
inter /perfed with feveral curious incidents and anecdotes, not to 
be met with tn any other author. Tranflated from the Italian 
of Gregorio Leti, with a preface, prolegomena, notes and ap- 
pendix, by Kilis Farneworth, AZ. 4. fome time of Jefus Col- 
leze, in Cambridge, and chaplain to feveral of bis majefly's 
Ships during the late war. Folio, 16s. in fheets. Bathurft. 


R. Farneworth, in his preface, informs us of many dif- 

ficulties and difcouragements that he met with in the 
execution of this performance, and fpeaks with no little con- 
tempt of his original. ¢ Leti,’ he tells us, © was an Jtalian of 
* a confiderable family, born at A/an in the year 1630. Af- 
« ter he had travelled through Savoy and France, he came into 
© England, where he was well received by King Charles o 
¢ an 
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¢ and had a promife of being made his hiftoriographer ; but 
+ meeting with fome difappointment, he went to Amfterdam, 
‘and was chofen hiftorian for that city—When he wrote 
‘ this hiftory, he feems to have been far advanced in years, or 
¢ at leaft in the decline of life, and got into his talkative age.’ 
_—His ‘ facts are related in an old woman-like manner, full 
t of tautology and repetition : he often forgets himfelf, and 
< tells the fame ftory over and over again, with little variation, 
‘jn the compafs of a few pages, without any regard to con- 
‘ nection, eafinefs of tranfition, or that /ucidus ordo, which is 
‘ neceflary not only to make a hiftory entertaining, or even 
‘ intelligible and confiftent with the accounts of other na- 
¢ tions.’ 

Thefe and other defeéts in the original are propofed to be 
rectified in the tranflation, which the tranflator admits to be 
‘ very far from a literalone:’ he acquaints us, that he is ¢ in- 
‘debted to Leti for the marrow and fubftance of the hiftory, 
‘but that he has in a great meafure taken the relation of 
‘ fas out of his hands, tho’ with a ftri€t regard to the truth 
‘ of the whole, and every particular circumftance. 

As to the hiftory itfelf, it appears calculated rather to excite 
admiration, than to communicate inftruction ; and the tranf 
actions it relates oftener furprize than pleafe us. An uncom- 
mon fortitude, an almoft unexampled refolution, a profound 
difimulation, and unlimited ambition, are the principal cha- 
ratteriftics of this pontiff, who, neverthelefs, was poflefled of 
virtues that in a great meafure compenfate for his faults; for he 
was remarkably affiduous in the obfervance of his ecclefiaftical 
duties, inflexible in the adminiftration of juftice, and in general 
beneficent, grateful, and temperate: but as a further know- 
ledge of fo complicated a character, will not, we conceive, be 
difpleafing to any of our readers, we fhall endeavour to make 
them better acquainted with fo extraordinary a perfonage. 

He was born the 13th of December 1521, in the province of 
La Marca d’ Ancona, at a village called Le Grotte, in the fig- 
niory of Montalto; his father’s name was Francis Peretti, who, 
for his faithful fervice to a country gentleman in that neigh- 
bourhood, with whom he lived as a gardener, was rewarded 
with his mafter’s favourite fervant-maid for a wife: thefe 
were the parents of that pontiff, who, from the inftant of his 
acceffion to the papacy, even till the hour of his death, made 
himfelf obeyed and feared, not only by his own fubjeéts, but 
by all who had any concern with him. Our Pope was their 
eldeft, and named Felix; befides whom they had two children, 
a daughter called Camilla, and another fon named Antonio. 
Tho’ 
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Tho’ he very early difcovered a fitnefs and inclinatioty for 
learning, the poverty of his parents prevented their indulgin 
it; wherefore, at about nine years of age, his father hired 
him to an inhabitant of the fame town, to look after his theep: 
but his mafter being on fome occafion difobliged, removed 
him to a lefs honourable employ, and gave him the care of 
his hogs. 

Providence, however, foon releafed him from this difagree. 
able occupation: he had ever manifefted a particular refpeQ 
for all ecclefiaftics, and one day, in the beginning of February 
1531, ©as Father Adichael Angelo Selleri, a Francifcan friar, 
“ was going to preach during the Lent feafon at Afcoli, a 
confiderable town in that province, he loft his way near Le 
Grotte, and coming to four lane ends, could not tell which 
to take, but was looking round for fome body to dire& him; 
when little Felix, who was attending his hogs jut by, faw 
Father Michael in diftrefs, he ran to falute him, making 
him at the fame time a tender of his fervice: the friar chear- 
fully accepted it, and afked him the road to Afcolt ; I'll fox 
Jhew you the way thither, {aid he, and immediately began to 
run before him: as they went along, the anfwers he gave to 
Father Adichael’s queftions were fo {mart and pertinent, and 
accompanied with fo much good humour, that every time 
the child turned his face to liften more attentively to what 
was faid, he was charmed with him, and could not conceive 
whence a child that had no higher employment than look- 
ing after hogs, fhould have fuch a fhare of fenfe and good- 
manners. 

© When Father Adichael had got into his road again, he 
thanked Felix for the trouble he had given him; and would 
have difinifled him with an alms; but he kept running for- 
wards, without feeming to take any notice of what he faid, 
which obliged the friar to afk him in a jocofe manner, 
whether he defigned to go with him quite into the town! 
Yes, fays Felix, not only to Afcoli, but to the end of the worl, 
with a great deal of pleafure, and upon this took occafion to 
tell him, that the poor circumftances of his parents would nik 
allow them to fend him to {chool, as he defired; that be earnyfl 
wifhed fomebody belonging to a convent would take him as6 
waiting-boy, and he would ferve him to the uimoft of his powe, 
provided he would teach him to read. 

‘ To try the boy a little farther, he afked him if he would 
take upon him the habit of the order? Fe/ix, who was if 
very good earneft, anfwered, that he would; and tho’ the 
* other fet forth to him, in a long detail, and very frightful 
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‘colours, all the mortifications and aufterities he would be 
‘ obliged to undergo in that courfe of life, he boldly replied, 


a ‘ He would fuffer the pains of purgatory it/elf, if he would 


cep: ¢ make hima fcholar: the prieft, furprized at his courage and 
ved ‘ sefolution, thought there muft be fomething extraordinary 
€ of ‘ jn fuch a call, and refolved to take him along with him.’ 
This he accordingly did, and prefented him to the fraternity 
ree. he was going to; at the fame time acquainting them by what 
Dect accident he had picked him up, and with what extraordjnary 
lary geal he had followed him thither: upon which the warden of 
iar, the convent fent for him, and afked him feveral queftions, his an- 
, a fwers to which were no lefs pleafing and amazing to the war- 
Le den than they had been to Father Adichael; infomuch, that 
ich with the unanimous approbation of the community, he was re- 
m; ceived among them, and invefted with the habit of a lay- 
faw brother, and was placed under ‘ the facriftan, to affift in 
ing ‘ {weeping the church, lighting the candles, and fuch little 
‘ar. ‘ offices, who, in return for his fervices, was to teach him 
loan $ the refponfes, and rudiments of grammar.’ 
‘to Such was Fe/ix’s introduction to greatnefs. By a ready com- 
to prehenfion, ftrong memory, and unwearied application he 
and made fo furprifing a progrefs in learning, that on the 25th of 
me September, 1534, he was thought fit to receive the cowl, and : 
hat enter upon his noviciate ; and on the firft of November, 15355 ; 
ive was admitted to make his profeffion, being no more than four- 
Dk- teen years old: when, contrary to the ufual practice of the 
»d- religious, he refufed to change his baptifmal name, and de- 
fired he might be called Brother Felix. He purfued his ftudies | 
he with fo much affiduity, that in the year 1539 he was accounted ‘ 
uld equal to the beft difputants. Having been admitted to deacon’s 
Of orders, he preached his firit fermon on the day of the annun- 
id, ciation, before 2n uncommonly numerous congregration, in 
ef, which were many prelates ; one of the moft eminent of whom 
n? was {fo well pleaied with his difcourfe, that he fent for him 
la, after dinner, and entering into a long converfation upon the 
to fubjet of his fermon, faid to him at his going away, ‘ If I 
nl * was Pope, you fhould foon be a cardinal.’ 
fly In Fune 1545, he was ordained prieft, and affumed the 
a name of Father Montalto; in the fame year he took his bat- 
rr, chelor’s degree, and in about two years after was created 
doctor, and was pitched upon to keep a divinity aéf before the 
1d whole chapter of the order, that was foon to be aflembled at 
in Affe: at this time he fo effectually recommended himfelf 
he to Cardinal di Carpi, and cultivated fo clofe an intimacy with 


ful Boffiusy 


TOOT OP 
- 


































































ev: The MONTHLY REVIEW, 


Boffius, his fecretary, that they were both of them ever aftes 
his fteady friends. 

Frequent were the occafions he had for their interpofitiog 
on his behalf, for the impetuofity of his temper, and his im: 
patience of contratliction, had already fubjected him to feye: 
ral inconveniences, and in the fubfequént part of his life jn: 
volved him in many more difficulties. ‘While all Jtaly was 
delighted with his eloquence, he was perpetually embroiled in 
quarrels with his monaftic brethren: however, he had the 
good fortune to form two new friendfhips at Rome, which were 
afterwards of fignal fervice to him; one with the Colonna fa: 
mily, who thereby became his protectors; the other with Fa- 
ther Ghifilieri, by whofe recommendation he was appointed 
inguifitor-general at Venice, by Paul IV. foon after his acceffion 
to the papacy in1555. But the feverity with which he exe: 
cuted his office, was fo oftenfive to a people jealous of their 
liberties, as the Venetians were, that he was obliged to be in- 
debted, for his prefervation, toa precipitate flight from that city, 

After his retreat from Venice, we find him aéting in man 
public affairs at Rome, and as often engaged in difputes wi 
the conventuals of his order; till he was appointed to attend, as 
chaplain and confultor of the ingutifition, Cardinal Buon Com- 
pagnon, afterwards Gregory XII. who was then Legate de La: 
tere to Spain. Here Montalto had great honours paid him; he 
was offered to be made one of the royal chaplains, with a table 
and an apartment in the palace, alfo a ftipend of one hun- 
dred piftoles a year, if he would ftay there; but having cen- 
tered his views at Rome, he declined accepting thefe favours, 
and only afked the honour of bearing the title of his majefty’s 
chaplain wherever he went, 

While things were thus circumftanced at Madrid, news . 
was brought of the death of Pius IV. and the elevation of 
Cardinal Alexandrina to the holy fee, with the title of Pius V: 
Montalto was greatly tranfported at this news, the new pontiff 
having ever been his fteady friend and patron, viz. the above- 
mentioned Father Ghifileri, who had been promoted to the 
purple by Paul IV. predeceilor to the deceafed pope. 

Montalte’s joy at the promotion of his friend was not ill- 
founded, nor were his expectations difappointed ; for tlie 
new pope, even in the firft weck of his pontificate, appointed 
him general of his order, an office that he executed with his - 
accuftomed feverity. In 1568 he was made bifhop of St. 
Agatha, and on the 17th of May 1570, was honoured with 4 
red hat and a penfion. During this reign he had likewife the 
chief direction of the papal councils, and particularly was 
em- 
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¢ 
employed to draw up the bull of excommunication againft our 
vt Queen Elizabeth. 
1: Being now in pofleffion of the purple, he began to afpire 
e: to the papacy. With this view ‘ he became humble, patient, 
‘a t and affable, fo artfully concealing the natural impetuofity of 
23 « his temper, that one would have fworn this gentlenefs and 
in ¢ moderation was born with him. ‘There was fuch a change 
ie * ‘ jn his drefs, his air, his words, and all his aétions, that his 
re ‘ neareft friends and acquaintance faid, He was not the fame 
a: ‘ man. A greater alteration, or a more abfolute victory over his 
_- ‘ paffions, was never feen in any one; nor is there an inftance, 
d + perhaps, in the whole current of hiftory, of a perfon fup- 
ni * porting a fictitious character in fo uniform and confiftent a 
a ¢ manner, or fo artfully difguifing his foibles and imperfections 
it ‘ for fuch a number of years.” To which may be added, 
1- that while he endeavoured to court the friendfhip of the am- 
Ye bafladors of every foreign power, he'very carefully avoided at- . 
taching himfelf to the particular intereft of any one, nor would 
f he accept of favours that might be prefumed to lay him under ~ 
as peculiar obligations. uo 
n= _ He was not lefs fingular in his condué to his relations, to 
7 whom he had heretofore exprefled himfelf with the ut- 
ne moft tendernefs;: but as foon as he was inyefted with his new 
le dignity, he behaved very differently, ‘ knowing that difinte- 
- ¢ reftednefs in that point, was one of the keys to the papacy ; 
1- © fo that when his brother Anthony came to fee him at Rome, 
Ss © he lodged him in an inn, and fent him back again the next ‘ 
’§ * day, with only a prefent of fixty crowns, ftrictly charging 
‘ him to return immediately to the care of his family, and 
vs » * tell them, that his /piritual cares encreafed upon him, and he 
of © was now dead to his relations and the world; but as he found 
£ * ald age and infirmities began to approach, he might, perhaps, in 
iff £ a while, fend for one of his nephews to wait on him.’ 
e- Upon the death of Pius V. which happened in March 1572, 
he he entered the conclave with the reft of the cardinals; but, 
appearing to give himfelf no trouble about the election, 
l- he kept altogether in his apartment, without ever ftirring 
Hie from it, except to his devotions. He affected a total igno- 
ed rance of the intrigues of the feveral factions, and if he was 
is ° atked to engage in any party, he would reply with feeming in- 
“a * difference, ¢ that for his part he was of no manner of cunfé- 
a * quence; that as he had never been in the conclave before, 


* he was afraid of making fome falfe ftep, and fhould leave 

© the affair to be conducted wholly by people of greater know- 

: * ledge and experience.’ If any one afked his opinion, who 
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he thought the fitteft perfon to fucceed as Pope? he would 
an{wer, * they were all fo worthy men, and fo thoroughly wel} 
¢ qualified to govern the church, that, upon his confcience, 
¢ he could not tell ; but wifhed he had as many voices as there 
‘ were cardinals, that he might vote for every one of 
them.’ Neverthelefs, this behaviour did not prevent the more 
difcerning from fufpeéting his affection for the papacy, and 
Cardinal Farne/e one day, when he was talking in this ftrain, 
plainly faidtohim, ‘ Other people may fwallow this, Sir, but 
* it won’t go down with me.’ 

The election being determined the 13th of Way, 1572, in 
favour of Cardinal Buon Compagnon, who aflumed the name 
of Gregory XIII. Montalto did not negleé afluring him, § that 
© he had never wifhed for any thing fo much in. his life, and 
‘ that he fhould always remember his goodnefs,, and the fa- 
© vours he received from him in Spain.’ However, the new 
Pope not only fhewed very little regard to his compliment, 
but during his pontificate treated him with the utmoft con- 
tempt, and deprived him of the penfion which had been grant- 
ed to him by Pius V. Nor was he held in greater efteem by 
the generality of the cardinals, who confidered him as a poor, 
eld, doating fellow, incapable of doing either good or harm, and 
who, by way of ridicule, they were ufed frequently to flile 
* the afs of La Marca.’ 

Montajte’s own condué& contributed much towards this defpi- 
cable opinion that many had conceived of him ; for, after the 
indifferent reception his firft addrefs to Gregory met with, he 
bought a {mall houfe near St. AZeria Maggiore, where he 
lived in a very obfcure manner, with a flender attendance, 
fuitable to the modefty and humility he profefled, When he 
went to any confiftory or congregation, which was but very 
feldom, his behaviour was always meek and fubmifiive ; and 
fo far was he from refenting the indignities offered him, that he 
appeared even thankful for them: his patience and clemency 
‘was in nothing more confpicuous, than in his never com- 
plaining of, or profecuting, the murtherers of a nephew he had 
lately fent for to Rome, and whom he tenderly loved. He ex- 
tended his complaifance to every body, but more particularly 
to thofe among the religious, who had formerly ufed him 
worlt; thefe he would treat with fuch tendernefs, that many 
of them, after having taken leave of him, were wont to fay, 
* certainly Cardinal AZontalto is one of the beft of chriftians, 
‘ that can fo eafily forget we were once his inveterate ene- 
* mies.’ é 
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‘He feldom interfered in, or was prefent at, any public tranf- 
gions ; the chief part of his time was employed in works 
of piety and devotion, and his benevolence to the indigent 
was fo remarkable, that when a terrible famine prevailed at 
Rome, the poor faid openly of him, * that Cardinal A/ontalto, 
« who lived upon charity himfeif, gave with one hand what 
¢ he received with the other ; whilf the reft of the cardinals, 
‘who wallowed in abundance, contented themfelves with 
¢ thewing them the way to the hofpital.’ | 

However, notwithftanding this affected indifference to what 
pafled in the world, he was never without able fpies, who 
informed him from time to time of every the moft minute par- 
ticular; and having eftablifhed an univerfal character of great 
fanctity, as he was before efteemed avery learned divine, hehad 
now an opportunity of making even religion fubfervient to his 
defigns. ‘To this purpofe he attended two hours after morn- 
ing, and as long after evening fervice, to hear confeflions ; the 
refort to him was very numerous, of all ages, ranks, and fexe-, 
from whom he had the addrefs to draw, not only their own 
private fins, but every thing that pafled among their acquain- 
tance, with whatever elfe they knew of public concerns,— 
Such, are the advantages, fuch the conveniences of auricular 
confeffion ! : 

He had affumed great appearance of imbecillity and all the 
infirmities of old age, for fome years befere the death of Gregory 
XIII. in Afey 1585; when it was not without much feemin 
reluctance, that (ontalto accompanied the reft of the cardi- 
nals into the conclave, where he maintained the fame uni- 
formity of behaviour in which he had fo tong perfifted. ‘ He 
* kept himfelf clofe fhut up in his chamber, and was no more 
* thought or {poke of, than if he had not been there. He 
* very feldom {ftirred out, and wken he went to ma‘s, or any 
* of the fcrutinies, appeared fo little concerned, that one 
* would have thought he had no manner of intereft in any 
* thing that happened within thofe walls ;’ and without pro- 
mifing any thing, he flattered every body. 

This method of proceeding was judicioufly calculated to 
ferve his ambition. He was eaily apprifed that there would 
be great contefts or divifions in the conclave, and he 

WwW it was no uncommon cafe, that when the chiefs of the 
tefpective parties met with a ftrenuous oppofition to the perfon 
they were defirous of electing, they would all willingly 
concur in the choice of fome very old and infirm cardinal, 
whofe life would la{t only long enough to prepare themfelves 
With more ftrength againit another vacancy. 
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Thefe views dire&ted his condudt, nor was he miftaken jp 
his expectations of fuccefs. Three cardinals, who were the 
heads of potent factions, finding themfelves unable to fecure 
the election to the particular perfons they refpectively favoured, 
all concurred to choofe Montalto. As it was not yet neceflary 
for him to difcover himfelf, when they came to acquaint him 
with their intention, ‘ he fell into fucha violent fit of coughing, 
¢ that they thought he would have expired upon the fpot.” When 
he recovered himfelf, he told them, ‘that his reign would 
“ be but of a fewdays; that befides the continual difficulty with 
«© which he drew his breath, he had not ftrength enough to 
“© fupport fuch a weight; and that his fmall experience in af. 
“ fairs, made him altogether unfit for a charge of fo impor- 
‘¢ tant a nature, without he could depend on the affiftance of 
6 others :”—Nor would he be prevailed on to accept it on 
any other terms than that, ‘* they fhould all three promife 
<¢ not to abandon him, but take the greateft part of the weight 
<¢ off his fhoulders, as he was neither able, nor could in con- 
“< fcience pretend, to take the whole of it upon himfelf.” The 
cardinals giving a ready aflent to his propofal, he added, “ If 
* you are refolved to make me Pope, it will only be placing 
*¢ yourfelves on the throne; we muft fhare the pontificate ; 
“© for my part, I fhall be content with the bare title; let them 
“¢ call me Pope, and you are heartily welcome to the power 
“¢ and authority.” 

The bait was fwallowed, and in confidence of engrofling 
the adminiftration, they exerted their joint interefts fo effec- 
tually, that A/Zontalto was elected *. Havin thus compafled 
his favourite point, he immediately threw off the mafk he had 
worn for near fourteen years, with an amazing fteadinefs and 
uniformity. As foon as ever he found a fufficient number of 
votes to fecure his election, * he threw the ftaff with which he 
© ufed to fupport himfelf into the middle of the chapel, and 
© appeared taller, by almoft a foot, than he had done for fe- 
* veral years, hawking and pitting with as much ftrength asa 
« man of thirty years old :’ being afked accerding to cuftom,. 
* Whether he would pleafe to accept of the papacy,” he replied 
fomewhat fharply, ¢ It is trifling and impertinent to afk whe- 
- © ther I will accept, what I have already accepted ;—however, 

* to fatisfy any fcruple that may arife, { tell you, that I accept 
* it with great pleafure, and would accept another, if I could 





* The particulars of this election, which are very circumftantially 
telated, make not the leaft entertaining part of this performance, but 
are too long for our infertion. 
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¢ get it; for I find myfelf ftrong enough, by the divine affif- 


‘ tance, to manage two papacies.’ 

Nor was the change in his manners lefs remarkable than in 
his perfon ; he immediately divefted himfelf of the humility he 
had fo long profefled, and laying afide his accuftomed civility 
and complaifance, he treated every body with referve and 
haughtinefs, but more particularly thofe who had been moft 
inftrumental to his exaltation. Thefe were more efpecially 
aftonifhed at the fudden alteration ; but as diffimulation could 
be of no further fervice to him, thg new Pope very foon con- 
vinced them that he did not intend to divide his power 
with any of them; for when one of the cardinals who had very 
earneftly interefted himfelf in Aontalto’s preferment, reminded 
him of his former profeffions that he fhould want their affiftance, 
his anfwer was, ‘ Very true, I believe I might fay fo, and I 
‘thought fo at thattime; but nowI perceive myfelf ftrong 
“enough, by God’s affiftance, to govern without any other 
‘help. IfI told you a ftory, you muft e’en make the beft of 
‘it. I fhall give my confeflor a power to abfolve me from 
‘ that fin. You made me Pope for your own interefts, and 
‘ I accepted that honour to do the church a fervice.’ 

The deluded cardinals were not lefs vexed at their difap- 
pointment, than at their being made dupes to the diffimulation 
of Montalto; who from hence muft be diftinguifhed by the 
name of SixtusV. They were fincerely forry for their determi- 
nation, and frequently expreffed their difcontent and refent- 
ment in mutual upbraidings of each other; which coming to 
the ears of our newly exalted Pope, ‘ he fent for them, and 
© fharply faid, We are informed, that you repent of your choice— 
© we would have you to know, that we do not think ourfelves in the 
© leaft obliged to you for the papacy, but to Divine Providence 
© alone, and our own prudent conduéi.’ , 

The lenity of Gregory’s government had introduced a ge- 
neral licentioufnefs among all ranks of people; which, tha’ 
fomewhat reftrained from appearing publicly while he lived, 
broke out into open violence the very day after his death, 
Riots, rapes, robberies, and murders, were, during the vacancy 
of the fee, daily committed in every part of the ecclefiaftical 
ftate: the banditti, not content with plundering all the neigh- 
bouring country and villages, entered into the towns and ci- 
ties, where they lived in the greateft fecurity, in a continued 
{cene of rapine and debauchery; and being frequently made 
fubfervient to the pleafures or refentment of the rich, they 
were affifted and fupported by the governors and magiftrates, 
who ought to have fupprefled them. ‘The religious were not 
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lefs abandoned than the laity; nor was even the city of 
Rome free from thefe flagrant outrages. 

The reformation of abufes, both in church and ftate, was 
the firft and principal care cf Sixtus: this he very early figni- 
fied; for when in his paflage from the conclave immediately 
after his election, ‘ the people cried out, Long live the Pope, 
¢ and added, according to cuftom, Plenty, holy Father, plenty 
© and juftice, he replied, Pray to God for plenty, and I'l give you 
To this purpofe he was fo impatient to exercife 
the fovereignty, that he ordered the crown to be brought di- 
re€tly ; nor was it without the utmoft difficulty that he was 
prevailed on to defer his coronation a few days; nothing but 
an affurance that his authority was as full and extenfive before 
as after that ceremony, could have procured his confent to the 


© juftice.’ 


delaying it. 


he firft days of his pontificate were employed in receiving 

the congratulations of the Roman nobility, and in giving au. 
dience to foreign minifters; and tho’ he received them with 
feeming chearfulnefs and complaifance, yet he foon difmiffed 
them, defiring to be excufed, * for he had fomething elfe to 
¢ do than to attend to compliments,’ 
It having been cuftomary with many preceding Popes to 
order the prifon-doors to be fet open, for the releafe of pri- 
foners, on the day of their coronation, many of the banditti 
and other delinquents were wont to furrender themfelves after 


the Pope was chofen; feveral offenders jud 
difpofition by his humane behaviour while h 
came voluntarily to the prifons, not making the leaft doubt of 
a pardon: but they were fatally difappointed; for when the 
governor of Rome and the keeper of St. Axgel’s caftle, waited 


wo) 


on his holinefs, to know his intention upon this matter, Sixtus 
replied, in an angry manner, * You certainly either do not 
© know your proyer diftance, or are very impertinent. What 
¢ have you to do with pardons and aéts of grace, and releafing 
< Don’t you think it fufficient, that our pre- 
© deceflor has fuffered the judges to lie idle and unemployed 
¢ thefe thirteen years? Would you have us likewife ftain our 
¢ pontificate with the fame neglect of juftice? We have too 
© Jong feen with inexpreflible concern, the’ prodigious degree 
‘€ of wickednels that reigns in the e.clefiaftical ftate, to think 
a 
‘ 
< 
¢ 
¢ 


of prifoners? 


of granting any pardon. 
fuch a defign. 


ging of Montalt’s 


e was a Cardinal, 


God forbid we fhould entertain 
So far from releafing any prifoners, it is our 
exprefs comimand, that they be more clofely confined. Let 
them be brought to a {peedy trial, and punifhed as they de- 
ferve, that the prifons may be emptied, and room made for 

. * others ; 


























For OCTOBER, 1754. 279 


« others ; and that the world may fee, that Divine Providence 
« has called us to the chair of St. Peter to reward the good 
‘and to chaftize the wicked; that we bear not the fword in 
< vain, but are the minifter of God, and a revenger to execute 
¢ wrath upon them that do evil. It is our pleafure, therefore, 
¢ that four of the moft notorious of them be tried to-morrow, 

‘ and publicly executed at different places, two by the ax, and 
€ two by the halter, at the very time of our coronation ; 
¢ which will likewife take off moft of thofe diforderly people, 
‘ that always occafion fo much tumult and difturbance at that 
‘ ceremony.’ 

- Asa proof that he was in earneft in the orders that he gave, 
he fent word about two hours after, by a mafter of the cere- 
monies, to the governor and keeper of the caftle, ‘that it be- 
‘ hoved them to look well to their prifoners ; for if any ef- 
‘ caped, they themfelves fhould be punifhed in their ftead ; 
* that he expected to hear of at Jeaft four of them being con- 
* demned the next day, and to have a particular account of all 
* the reft as foon as pofhible; that they ought now, by their dili- 
‘ gence, to make amends for the fhameful neglect of their duty 
< in the late reign, out of complaifance, as he fuppofed, to the 
© childifh and ill-timed mercy of his predecefior.’ 

Many of the cardinals, ambafladors, and nobles, having 
either relations, friends, or dependents, that had fled for the 
commiffion of fome crime, or had aflociated with the banditti, 
they had advifed them to furrender, upon affurance of their 
being pardoned ; but when the Pope’s order came to be pro- 
mulgated, fuch of the cardinals, &c. as interefted themfelves 
in the prefervation of thofe offenders, went immediately to his 
holineis, and demanded an audience of him, in the name of 
the whole college; when being admitted, they reprefented the 
indecency of fo at vege a proceeding, efpecially on fo fo- 
lemn a day, which had always been devoted to mirth and ‘re- 
joicing, and ufed every argument to prevail on him to retract 
‘his refolution: but fo far were their endeavours from fucceed- 
ing, that the Pope plainly told them, ‘ he was above meafure 
 furprized at the infolence of their reprefentations; for that 
when Jefus Chrift committed the government of his church 
to St, Peter, he could not any where find that he had ap- 
pointed the apoftles to be his tutors and pedagogues; and 
that if they thought to be fo to him, who was called by Di- 
vine Providence to prefide over the faithful (as he hoped) for 
their good, they would find themfelves egregioufly miftaken.’ 

—To which he afterwards added, ‘ that he was determined, 
* not only to punifh the criminals themfelves with the utmoft 
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* feverity, but to make a ftri&t enquiry after all their eneoy. 
* ragers, and treat them in the fame manner.’ and in a few 
days afterwards he acquainted them, ‘ that it would be in vain 
© to folicit him for any man’s pardon.’ 

In order to hinder all contefts between foreign minifters, 
and other perfons of fuperior rank, concerning precedeney, ag. 
well as to prevent tumults and diforders among the lower fore 
of people, both which had been ufual at former coronations, 
Sixtus publifhed fome well-judged orders to be obferved on 
that day; and to fhew that he was refolved to be obeyed, he 
directed the governor to provide twelve executioners, of @if- 
ferent nations, whom * he commanded to parade round the 
‘ city the day before, and the very morning of the coronation, 
‘ and once a week afterwards, two by two, with each of 
©‘ them an ax in one hand and an halter in the other.—A 
© baker happening to throw a ftone, which hit one of them 
© upon the head as they walked their rounds that day, Sixtus 
< ordered him to be feverely whipped on the fpot, and fent 
© to the gallies, but the latter part of his fentence was after- 
* wards remitted.’—In confequence of thefe regulations, tho’ 
the {fpectators were as numerous as had been known, and the 
proceffion the moft fplendid that had ever been feen, every 
thing was conducted with decency and order: no difturbance 
of any kind was attempted, not an abufive word heard, nor 
a blow given. 

In conformity to the refclution he had taken of putting an 
early ftop to the prevailing profligacy of the people, his firft 
attention was directed to the punifhment of offenders; in 
which he conducted himfelf with an unexampled feverity, with- 
out the leaft refpeét to perfons. The following imftance may 
ferve as a f{pecimen of our pontiff’s difpofition with refpect to 
this particular. 

© As the Pope was going one day to his devotions, there 
* was, according to cuftom, fo great a croud to fee him, that 
* nobody could pafs, which obliged the Swz/s guards, that al- 
* ways attend upon his holinefs, when he ftirs out, to make 

way with their halberds. There was unluckily among the 

‘croud, a Spani/> gentleman, lately arrived at Rome, with 
®his uncle, who was a learned and eminent divine. This 
‘ unfortunate perfon being one cf the foremoft, was pushed 

back a little roughly by one of the guard, with the ftaff of 
his halberd, which he thought fo great an affront, that he 
vowed revenge. The poor Siw/s, going one day foon after 
to mafs at St. Peter’s, had quite forgot the affair, when the 
Spaniard, who juft came in, perceiving him upon his knees 
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& before the altar, thought it a proper opportunity to gratify 
¢ his refentment; and taking up 2 pilgrim’s ftaff that reared 
¢ againft one of the pillars, gave him fo violent a ftroke upon 
‘ the head, that he immediately dropped down dead, without 
¢ fpeaking a word. ‘The murderer endeavoured to make his 
- 6 efcape, by flying to the Spani/b ambaflador’s houfe, who had 
‘ afriendfhip for him, upon his uncle’s account; but was 
¢ ftopped by two other Sw#/s, that were witnefles of the fact. 

¢ When Sixtus heard of it, he was extremely enraged, and 
‘ faid, ** We thought our character had been too well known 
¢ for any one to prefume to commit fo flagrant an action; 
¢ butif it is not, we will foon make it.” ‘And immediately fent 
¢ for the governor of the city, who, having been informed of 
¢ the tranfaction, was already come on foot to enquire into it, 
¢ to fhew his zeal and diligence in the execution of his office. 
¢ As foon as he appeared, the Pope accofted him in this man- 
‘ner: ‘* Well, Sir, what do you think of a murder committed 
s¢ in the houfe of God, and almoft before our face? It is 
«‘ your bufinefs to fee that ftriG@ juftice be done dire&ly, and 
“ a proper punifhment inflicted upon the offender, for fo dar- 
ing an infult on our authority.” —* The governor anfwered, 
“ He had given orders, as he came into the palace, to have 
* informations taken, and a procefs to be commenced againft 
“ him fpeedily.”—** A procefs,” faid Sixtus, ** what occafion 
“ is there for a procefs in fuch a cafe as this?” ‘* The go- 
* vernor happening to fay, “that he thought it had been ne~ 
“ ceflary to obferve the ufual forms of the law, as the cri- 
‘© minal was nephew to a perfon of confideration, and under 
“ the protection of his catholic majefty’s ambaflador,” * the 
‘ Pope anfwered in a very furious manner, ** Do not talk to 
* us of forms and ceremonies; it is our pleafure that he fhall 
** be hanged before we fit down to dinner, and we intend tq 
** dine early to-day, being fomewhat hungry.” 

* As foon as the governor knew his holinefs’s pleafure, he 
* immediately gave directions to haften the execution ; and as 
* he went out, the Pope ordered him to have the gallows ereét- 
‘ ed where he himfelf could fee him hanged out of his window, | 
* The governor took this as an order for inftant execution, and 
* directed the gallows to be fet up in the piazza of St. Peter, 
* over againft his apartment, whilft he was trying him. His 
* trial, indeed, was not a very long one, as there was not above 
$ four hours and a half betwixt the fact and the execution; du~ 
* ring which time, the Pope did nothing but fume and ftamp 
* about the room, looking out every minute, to fee whether 
* they were bringing him to be hanged. | | 
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© The ambaflador of Spain, and four cardinals of that na. 
¢ tion, waited upon his holinefs, not to afk his life, for they 
© knew that was to no purpofe; but to defire ‘* his punifh2 
<¢ ment might be changed into beheading, as he was a gentles 
«© man, out of regard to the honour of his family, and that 
** of the whole nation.” | ' 

‘ But the Pope faid fternly to the ambaflador, who was meft 
© earneft in it, “* A crime of fuch a nature muft be punithed 
** by a halter; and we fhould difhonour ourfelves and you 
“< too, if we granted what you afk; neverthclefs, ‘we that 
<¢ fhew you fome favour, and take care thatthe reputation of 
<< his family does not fuffer, by the honour we fhall do hinj 
«¢ in being a witnefs of his execution.” .And, indeed, he ne: 
£ ver ftirred from the window, till he faw him quite dead ; -and 
© then turning round to thofe in the room with him, faid; 
*¢ Let them ferve up dinner, we fhall eat heartily now, fot 
** this piece of juftice has ferved for a whet to our appetite,”? 

¢ Whilft dinner was coming up,. he entertained the com: 
« panywith a difcourfe concerning the neceffity of doing prompt 
€ juftice in fuch cafes, and feemed much pleafed at his morn+ 
* ing’s work; repeating ‘with great fatisfaction, that paflage in 
< the Pfalms, I feall foon deftroy all the ungodly that are in the 
© Jand, that I may root out all the wicked doers from the city of 
« the Lord. After dinner was over, he faid grace himfelf, and 
‘ rifing from the table, added ‘* thanks be to God, we have 
6 eat very heartily to-day.” 

Among the many inftances of our pontiff’s rigour and in- 
flexibility this performance furnifhes us with, the fullowing is 
not the leaft remarkable.—Carte/li, treafurer and canon of 
St. Maria Maggiore, who had been formerly major domo to 
Cardinal Carpz, (Montalto’s great patron, and who had done him 
amany fignal fervices) had a nephew, ‘ againft whom aprocefs 
“ had been commenced, for running away with and ravifhing 
© a young woman; t..0’ he afterwards found means to appeafe 
© her father, by marrying her. But as it was neceflary to go 
through fome formalities of the law, to put an end to the 
matter, and ftop any further proceedings, his uncle advifed 
him to furrender before the coronation, not in the leaf 
doubting but there would be a general act of grace; or, if 
there was not, he imagined he could eafily obtain bis pardon 
upon the merit of his former intimacy with Sixtus. But 
when he was informed, that the Pope not only defigned not 
to releafe any prifoners, but to proceed againft them with 
the utmoft rigour, he went to him to intercede for his nee 
© phew, and faid, ** he humbly hoped his holinefs would for 
6° give 
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s give hin, as it was an extravagance of youth; which he 
« thought he had made attonement for by marrying the 
«s injured perfon, and fufficiently fhewn his repentance by a 
*‘ voluntary furrender of himfelf, entirely depending on his 
clemency ;” to which Sixtus anfwered, ‘‘ That he was 
«« much obliged to him for his friendfhip, whilft he was in a 
« Jower ftation of life, and fhould not forget it now he was 
s¢ Pope: but that if he had a mind to intercede for his ne- 
s¢ phew, he would do well to pray to God for his foul ; for it 
« was in vain to afk him to fpare his life, as he was deter- 
“ mined to do ftri€t juftice, without refpect of perfons.” In 
¢ purfuahce of this refolution, he ordered him to be hanged 
‘ foon after, before the houfe where the faét was committed ; 
‘ tho’ the judges, who had revifed the proce/s, examined frefh 
‘ witnefles, and took the depofitions of the young woman and 
¢ her father, who faid, that whatfoever had been done, was 


‘ by their own confent. But Sixtus, either fufpecting, or being . 


¢ informed of the contrary, ordered the judges to appear be- 
‘ fore him with the minutes of the firft procefs, where the 
¢ fa&t was fully proved by the ftrongeft evidence. At which 
‘ he was fo enraged, that he commanded the two judges to 
‘ draw lots in his prefence, fentencing one of them to be pub- 
¢ jicly whipped in a court of juftice, whilft it was fitting, and 
‘ the other to be banifhed the city for ever. 3 
‘ After the execution of his nephew, the Pope fent for Car- 
© telli, and told him, ‘* that as his nephew deferved punifh- 
*< ment for his crimes, fo he thought there was a recompence 
“© due to him for his former friendfhip and good offices ;” 
‘ and immediately appointed him bifhop of Amantea, in the 
§ kingdom of Naples, giving his canonry to another nephew.’ 
In the place of fuch judges as were inclined to lenity, he 
fubftituted others of a more auftere difpofition, and appointed 
commiflaries to examine not only their conduét, but alfo that 
of other governors and judges for many years paft; promifing 
rewards to thofe who could convict them of corruption, or 
of having denied juftice to any one at the inftance or requeft of 
men in power,—* An advocate of Orvieto, who was privy to 
‘ a piece of injuftice which the governor of that town had 
* been guilty of, for the fake of a fum of money, and would 
§ not inform againft him, becaufe he was his particular friend, 
* and had been: out of office five years, was not only excom- 
* municated, but fent to prifon, and put in irons, where he 
€ lay for a long time, and was not releafed till he had paid a 
€ confiderable fine. 
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* All the nobility and perfons of the higheft quality were 
$ ftrictly forbid, on pain of difpleafure, to afk the judges any 
* thing in behalf of their neareft friends or dependants ;’ a 
the fame time the judges were to be fined in cafe they lifteneg 
to any follicitation.—* He further commanded every body, on 
pain of death, not to terrify witnefles by threats, or tempt 
them by hopes or promifes.—He ordered the fyndics and 
mayors of every town and figniory, as well thofe that were 
actually in office, as thofe who had been for the laft ten 

ears, to fend him a lift of al] the vagrants, common de. 

auchees, loofe and diforderly,in their diftricts, threatnin 
them with the /rapado and imprifonment, if they omitted or 
concealed any one.’—In confequence of which ordinance, 
the fyndic of Albano, leaving his nephew, who was an in- 
corrigible libertine, out of the lift, underwent the frapad, 
in the public market-place, tho’ the Spanifh ambaflador in- 
terceded ftrongly for him.’ 

He particularly directed the legates and governors of the ec. 
clefiaftical ftate, to be expeditious in carrying on all criminal 
proceffes, declaring, * he had rather have the gibbets and gal- 
‘ lies full, than the prifons.? He alfo intended to have fhor- 
tened all other proceedings in law. 

It had been ufual, and was pleafing to the people, as often 
as his holinefs pafled by, to cry out; Long live the Pope; but 
Sixtus having a mind to go often unexpectedly to the tribu- 
nals of juftice, convents, and other public places, forbad this 
cuftom in regard to himfelf, and punifhed two perfons, who 
were ignorant of this edict, with imprifonment, for crying out, 
Long live Pope Sixtus. 

Adultery he punifhed with death, nor was he lefs fevere to 
thofe who voluntarily permitted a proftitution of their wives: 
a cuftom at that time very common in Rome.—Charles Tafea, 
a gentleman of Salerno, had married one of his miftreffes to his 
{teward, and continued, with the connivance of the hufband, to 
carry on his accuftomed commerce with the wife: upon the 
publication of this ediét, he was advifed to forbear it; but 
confidering himfelf as no fubject of the Pope’s, he thought 
himfelf not bound to an obfervance of his laws. The go- 
vernor being informed of the affair, and finding him really a 
foreigner, was greatly at a lofs how to proceed. The dread 
he ftood in of Sixtus induced him to report the whole matter 
to his holinefs, who was not a little difpleafed that he fhould 
make any fcruple of punifhing them, and with a fevere repri- 
mand told him, ¢ It was his pleafure, that Ta/ca, the hufband, 
* and wife, fhould all be hanged; that he was eaaere 
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«find him fo ignorant of his duty, as not to know, that all 
< foreigners were bound, according to the law of nations, to 
‘ a local allegiance, that is, to obferve the laws of the coun- 
¢ try they refide in ; and that he would not fuffer either fo- 
¢ seigners, or other perfons, to trample upon his authority, or 
‘ violate his edicts.’ In purfuance of this fentence, the huf- 
band and wife were hanged, but Ya/ca obtained the favour of 
being only fent to the gallies: three fervants, who were ac- 
ainted with the affair, and had not difcovered it, were fe~ 
verely whipped, ° 

The female fex, efpecially the younger part, attracted, in a 
very particular manner, the attention of Sixtus: not only the 
debauching any of them, whether by force or artifice, but ever 
the attempting it, or offering the leaft offence againft modefty, 
was very feverely punifhed.—A young man having been re- 
fuled a widow-lady’s daughter, whom he had afked in mare 
riage, ftopped her one day in the ftreet, as fhe was going to 
church, and, lifting up her veil, gave her akifs. ‘The old lady 
thinking her daughter’s honour fullied by this affront, com- 
plained to the Pope, who immediately dire¢ted a procefs to be 
commenced againft him. In the mean while, by the inter- 
pofition of the Colonna family, it was agreed to terminate their 
difference by a match between the young people; matters be- 
ing thus compromifed, they fent to acquaint his holinefs of it ; 
but juft as they were fat down to their wedding-dinner, with 
all their friends and relations, in came the provoft-marfhal, 
with his archers, and laying hold of the bridegroom, carried 
bim away to prifon, by the Pope’s order. 

In order to know the reafon of this procedure, the parents 
ef the new-married couple applied to the governor, who re- 
ferred them to the Pope: the next day they waited on his 
holinefs, to entreat the enlargement of their fon, acquainting 
him, ‘ that he had made full recompence for the affront he 
‘ had offered to the young woman, by marrying her; and 
‘ that all fides were very well contented.’ The Pope told 
them, ‘ he was very glad to hear they were all content; but 
‘ it was neceflary juftice fhould likewife be fatisfied : and then 
‘ addreffing himfelf to the governor, faid, Pray, Sir, what is 
* your Opinion of this match? Are you likewife content ? 
‘ The govetnor, who had been before-hand inftruéted what he 
* was to anfwer, faid, That a fufficient fatisfa€tion was by no 
$ means made to juftice, which had been moft crievoufly iniult- 
* ed, by the contempt that the young man had fhewn to the 
* fovereign authority, in daring to offer violence to a modeft 
* woman in the open ftreet; and that he demanded {atisfac- 
5 * tion. 
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‘tion. If that be the cafe, faid Sixtus, as every body elfe jg 
* fatisfied, it is but reafonable you fhould be fo too;’ upog 
which he immediately difmiffed them, fending the bridegroom 
back to prifon, with orders to condemn him to the gallies for 
five years. ‘This fentence was foon after carried into execi. 
tion, notwithftanding all the follicitations of the Colonna fa. 
mily, who were favourites of Sixtus: his punifhment affected 
his wife to fo great a degree, that fhe lived but a few days 
alter it. 

This is not the only inftance wherein our pontiff’s rigour 
may, not unjuftly, be deemed to have made near approaches to 
cruelty, It has already been obferved in what manner Sixtus 
rendered the communications he received in confeffions ufeful to 
his exaltation: no fooner was he in poffeffion of the pontifi- 
cate, than feveral of his former penitents became early exam. 
ples of his juftice, for crimes they had themfelves acknowl] 
under that prefumed feal of fecrecy ; and not content with the 
difcoveries he had himfelf made by this means, he obliged the 
oldeft confeflors, and fuch as were moft followed, to acquaint 
him with any thing extraordinary that had or fhould be im. 
parted to them; whereby many poor wretches were brought to 
punifhment, for offences, the memory of which they imagined 
totally obliterated. 

For the more effe€tual prevention, as well of private affafii- 
nations, as public quarrels, he forbad all perfons on pain of 
death, to draw a fword, or to carry arms fpecified in the 
edict; nor would he be prevailed on to-fpare any who tranf- 
greffed this order: even to threaten another with an intended 
injury, was fufficient to entitle the menacer to a whipping and 
the gallies; efpecially if the nature of their profeffion furnifhed 
the means of carrying their threats into execution.—The pus 
nifhment of a barber, who in aquarrel had lifted up his fift at an- 
other man in a threatning manner, and faid, ‘if ever you come 
* under my hands, [’ll do your bufinefs for you,’ was fome- 
what fingular. All the barbers in Rome were obliged to ap- 
pear (on a penalty of being fined one hundred crowns, and 
banifhed the city) on a certain day, and at a particular place 
for that purpofe appointed ; when being placed in two rows, the 
offender was whipped three times through them, and was alfo 
ordered to th¢ gallies for three years; but the latter part of the 
fentence was alterwards remitted. 

The banditti, who were very numerous when Sixtus was ad- 
vanced to the papacy, were rendered ftill more fo by the junc- 
tion of many loofe and diforderly people, who, con{cious of 
their demerits, and terrified at the {everities they daily faw oe 
tied, 
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ifet, had fled from juftice. Their infolence increafed with 
their numbers, infomuch, that no one could live in the eccle~ 
faltical ftate with fafety to his perfon or fortune, nor could 
{rangers travel without imminent danger of being robbed or 
ad The public fecurity more efpecially required the 
extirpation of thefe plunderers, which by the prudence, vigi- 
lance, and refolution of our Pope, was fo effectually perform- 
ed, that ‘in lefs than fix months they were all either taken, 
‘or difappeared, and fuch a terror ftruck into the people, that 
¢ every one being afraid any little particular quarrel might 
¢ make him pafs for a difturber of the peace, made haffe to agree 
‘ with bis adverfary; differences that had pafled many years” 
§ were compofed in a moment; and people that had long been 
‘ the bittereft enemies, now lived in friendfhip and amity.’ 
- Among other of our Pope’s pognlatinnt we cannot pafs by, 
unobferved, one that perhaps would not be difpleafing to many 
perfons, even in the prefent age.-—He obliged the nobility of 
Rome, and the country round it, to an exact payment of their 
debts. A gentleman (who had for a confiderable time ftood 
indebted to a draper in a large fum of money, and, inftead 
of difcharging it, upon application to him for that purpofe, was 
wont to fay to his creditor, ‘ That gentlemen never paid their 
5 debts, but when they pleafed,.) was fent for by his holinefs, 
together with the draper; when Sixtus not only compelled him 
to pay the money down immediately, but fent him to prifon, 
and ordered a procefs againft him, for having neglected doing 
it before. ‘ He at the fame time commanded all the mer- 
‘ chants and tradefmen to bring him in a lift of their debts, 
‘ with the names of the people that owed them, which he paid 
‘ off, and took upon himfelf. ‘This gave fuch an alarm, that 
* many who were indebted to the merchants, went to pay them 
$ that very night, begging of them, for God’s fake, to crofs 
* their names out of their books, and give them fuch reccipts 
‘ as might fhew as if they had been paid long ago, left the 
Pope fhould come to know it.’—Sixtus having got informa- 
tion, that © a merchant had concealed, or not delivered in, a 
“ debt due to him from a gentleman of confiderable fortune, he 
‘ fent for his books, and finding it true, he in vain endea- 
* voured to clear himfelf, by faying, be was paid, and had for- 
* got to take tt out of his book; for the Pope, delaring he had 
© been guilty of difobeying his orders, deliveredhim into the 
* hands of juftice to be punithed.’ 
“a [To be concluded in our next. ] 

N.B. We leave our readers ta their own remarks on the file 
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Arr. xxxiit. Ecclefiaftical Charaéieriftics: or, the arcana of 
church policy. Being an humble attempt to open up the myftery 
of moderation. Wherein is foewn, a plain and eafy way of aj. 
taining to the charaéter of a moderate many, as at prefent in 
repute in the church of Scotland. 8vo. gd. Printed at Glaf. 
gow, and fold by Dilly, in London. 


HE perufal of this little piece has given us no {mall en. 
tertainment, being written with a good deal of pleafan- 
try and humour. What the author aims at, is to expofe the 
principles and conduét of a fet of men in the church of Scop. 
land, who call themfelves the moderate party. This he does 
by laying down, in their proper order and connection, the fe- 
veral maxims upon which they appear to him to condu@ 
themfelves, and by illuftrating thefe maxims from reafon and 
experience. The reader, however, is not to aay that 
our author points his humour and ridicule againft real, genuine 
moderation; this would have been too hard a tafk for him, and 
the attempt muft have appeared ridiculous, He only intends, 
as far as appears to us, to expofe what is at prefent called mo- 
deration in the church of Scotland, and which, if his account 
of it be juft, is fomething very different from real mode- 
ration. 

He dedicates his work to the departed ghoft, or furviving 
{pirit, of the late reverend Mr. ; miniffer in . As 
there is fomething humorous in this dedication, and as it may 
divert our readers, we fhall here infertit: it is as follows, 


© Worthy Sir, 


* During a great part of the time I {pent in compofing the 
* following treatife, I was fully refolved to have fent it abroad 
* by itfelf, and not to have dedicated it to any perfon in the 
world: and indeed, inaconfined fenfe of the word WORLD, 
you fee I have ftill kept my refolution. The reafon of this 
my intepded purpofe was, that I find the right honourable 
the earl of Shaft/bury, in an advertifement or ticket, prefixed 
to his works, hath exprefled a contempt and difdain of all 
dedications, prefaces, or other difcourfes, by way of fore- 
runners to a book. This he feems to think a mean and 
cowardly way in an author, of creeping into the world, and 
begging the reception which he dares not claim. 
< Being fatished, therefore, of the juftnefs of this obferva- 
vation, and being alfo fomewhat confident (as his Jordfhip 
feems g§ have been) of the intrinfic worth of my perfor- 
© formances 
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t formance, I intended to have come forth in this mafterly 
¢ manner. . 

¢ But, upon more mature deliberation, I difcovered that 
‘ the only objections againft dedications were, the felf-diffi- 
« dence juft now mentioned, and the fufpicion of flattery for 
¢ felfifh ends, which is fo contrary to difinterefted benevolence; 
¢ fo that if I could frame a dedication, which fhould be quite 
« beyond the imputation of any of thefe two purpofes, I fhould 
¢ then wholly efcape his lordfhip’s cenfure. This aim, I think, 
¢ [ have fallen nothing fhort of, when I have dedicated this 
‘ book to you, moft illuftrious SHADE! as my moft malig- 
‘ nant enemies cannot but grant, that I could have no expec- 
‘ tation of your encouraging me, either by buyifig my book; 
‘ recommending it to others, or giving it away to the poor, 
* nay, or even fo much as voting for my tranfportation to a 
‘ better benefice in aflembly or commifiion. 

‘ It ftartled me a little, that this conduct might perhaps, 
* by evil-difpofed perfons, be reprefented as an approach to 
‘popery, and refembling their worfhipping of faints; but I 
§ hope this can fcarcely be imputed to me in the prefent cafe, 
‘fince you never were deemed a faint while you lived, nor 
¢ ever thirfted after that title. 

* Another more material objection occurred to me, that a 
‘ dedication to a dead man is either almoft, or altogether un- 
‘ precedented. But I am not much concerned, tho’ this me- 
¢ thod of proceeding fhould be thought bold and new, be- 
‘ caufe this is the charaéter which the incomparable Mr, 
* gives of his own eflays upon the principles of morality and 
‘ natural religion. Befides, I am not altogether deftitute of 
‘ authority, for the memorable Dean Swift has ufed the free- 
‘ dom to dedicate his tale of a tub to Prince Poferity: I have 
‘ alfo feen a fatirical poem, called ‘/ure Divino, dedicated with 
* great folemnity to Prince (or rather, I believe, to King) 
‘ Reafon. It therefore one of theie authors might dedicate a 
* book to a faculty of the human mind, and the cther to an 
§ abftract idea, I hope it is no great prefumption in me to de- 
‘ dicate mine to you, tho” in ffatu mortuorum; efpecially as 
* there is not a living man who hath fo good a claim to the 
‘ compliment of a treatife upon my fubject. 

© But a more gravelling difficulty than any of thefe kept 
* me fome time in fufpence, viz. How to get the book pre- 
* fented to you, 2s I did not find in myfelf any inclination to 
* depart this life, in order to tranfport it. After much trouble, 
‘ I was at length relieved, by refiecting, that Mr. Pope has af- 
* fred us, that the ghofts of departed ladies always haunt the 
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* places in which they delighted while they were alive; ang 
‘therefore, from analogy, it is to be fuppofed, that the 
« fame thing holds with regard to departed minifters. If this 
© is the cafe, | look upon it as certain, that your chief ref. 
* dence is in the aflembly-houfe at Edinburgh, where you have 
‘ in your life-time both given and received fo much pleafure, 
¢ For tho’ I will not limit you, in your unembodied ftate; from 
¢ making ciicuits through the country, and vifiting fynods or 
‘ prefbyteries, particularly in the 42——/e and G——-y, where 
© there are fo many men after your own heart; yet, I dare fay, 
¢ you will not be abfent from the aflembly, or any of the 
¢ quarterly meetings of the commiffion, which hath fo often 
© faved the church from impending dangers. 

‘ It is therefore my purpofe to go to Edinburgh in May next, 
when the aflembly meets, of which I am a member, and 
there tolay before you my performance, hoping it will prove 
moft delicious and favoury to all your fenfes ; to the names 
of which, and the manner of their prefent operation, I am 
wholly a ftranger. 

‘ It is probable you have not been accuftomed thefe two 
or three years by-paft, to hear your own praifes celebrated ; 
and therefore I fhall no farther Jaunch out into them than to 
fay, that there is not one branch of the charaéter recom- 
mended in the following pages, in which you were not 
eminent, and that there never was one ftone by you left 
unturned for promoting the good caufe.—That you may ftill 
fit upon the throne, and, by your powerful, tho’ invifible, 
influence, make the intereft of moderation prevail, is the ar- 
dent wifh, and the pious prayer of, Sir, &e.’ 

That our readers may have fome idea of the principles and 
conduct of thofe whom our author charaéterifes fo ftrongly, 
we fhall here prefent them with the maxims of moderation. 

Max. 1. All ecclefiattical perfons, of whatever rank, whe- 
ther principNs of colleges, profeflors of divinity, minifters, 
or even probationers, that are fufpected of herefy, are to be 
efteemed men of great genius, vaft learning, and uncommon 
worth, and are, by all means, to be fupported and protected. 

Max. 2. When any man is charged with loofe practices, or 
tendencies to immorality, he is to be fcreened and protected, 
as much as poffible, efpecially if the faults laid to his charge 
be, as they are incomparably well termed in a fermon, preach- 
ed by a hopeful youth, that made fome noife lately, gasd-hu- 
moured Vices. | 

Max. 3. It is a neceflary part of the character of a mode- 

tate man, never to fpeak of the confeffion of faith, but > 2 
neers; 
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freer; to give fly hints that he does not thoroughly believe it; 
and to make the word orthodoxy a term of contempt and re- 
— 4. A good preacher muft not only have all the above 
and fubfequent principles of moderation in him, as the fource. 
of every thing that is good, but muft, over and above, have 
the following {pecial marks and figns of a talent for preaching: 
1. His fubjects muft be confined to facial duties. 2. He mutt 
recommend them only from rational confiderations, viz. the 
beauty and comely proportions of virtue, and its advantages in 
the prefent life, without any regan to a future flate of more 
extended felf-intereft. 3. His authorities muft be drawn from 
heathen writers, none, or as few as poflible from /cripture. 4+ 
He muft be very unacceptable to the common people. 

Max. 5. A miniftcr muit endeavour to acquire as great a 

ree of politenefs in his carriage and behaviour, and to catch 
as much of the air and manner of a fine gentleman, as poffibly 
he can. 

Max. 6. It is not only unneceffary for a moderate man to 
have much learning, but he ought to be filled with a contempt 
of all kinds of learning but one, which is to underftand Ze:b- 
nitz’s {cheme well: the chief parts of which are fo beautifully 
painted, and fo harmonioufly fung by Lord Shaftefbury, and 
which has been fo well licked into form and method by the late 
immortal Mr. 7 N. 

In the illuftration of this maxim, our author gives a fhort 
catalogue of the moft neceffary and ufeful books for making 
a truly learned and moderateman. They are Letbnitz’s Theo- 
dicee and his letters, Shaft/bury’s characteriftics, Collins’s enquiry 
into human liberty, all Mr. H——n’s pieces, Chriftianity as 
n’s beft {cheme, and H———’s mo- 
ral effays. He is likewife at the pains to extract the fum and 
fubftance of thefe books, and to prefent it to his readers under 
a name, which, he fays, is not without a meaning, tho’ not 
intelligible to all, wz. THE ATHENIAN CREED. This creed 
is as follows.—* I believe in the beauty and comely proportion 
of Dame Nature, and in Almighty Fate, her only parent and 
guardian, for it hath been moft gracioufly obliged (blefled be 
its name) to make us all very good. 

* I believe that the univerie is a huge machine, wound up from 
everlafting by neceffity, and confifting of an infinite number of 
links and chains, each in a progreffive motion towards the ze- 
nith of perfection, and meridian of glory; that I myfelf am a 
little glorious piece of clock-work, a wheel within a wheel, 
errather a pendulum in this grand machine, {winging hither 
U2 and 
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and thither by the different impulfes of fate and deftiny; tha 
my foul (if 1 have any) is'an imperceptible bundle of exceed. 
ing minute corpufcles, much fmaller than the fineft ho 
fand; and that certain perfons, in a very eminent flation,. are 
nothing elfe but a huge collection of neceflary agents, who cap 
do nothing at all. 

‘ I believe that there is no ill in the univerfe, nor any:fuch 
thing as virtue abfolutely confidered ; that thofe things yy). 
garly called /ims, are only errors in the judgment, and foils ¢ 
fet off the beauty of nature, or patches to adorn her face; 
that the whole race of intelligent beings, even the devils them. 
felves (if there be any) fhall finally be happy; fo that Fudgs 
If{carict is by this time a glorified faint, and it is good for him 
that he hath been born. 

‘In fine, I believe in the divinity of L. S——, the fainthhip 
of Marcus Antoninus, the perfpicuity and fublimity of A——g, 
and the perpetual duration of Mr. #. n’s works, notwith- 
{tanding their prefent tendency to oblivion. Amen.’ 

Max. 7. A moderate man muft endeavour, as much ashe 
handfomely can, to put off any appearance of devotion, and 
avoid all unneceflary exercifes of religious worfhip, whether 
public or private. 

Max. 8. In church fettlements, which are the principal 
caufes that come before minifters for judgment, the only thing 
to be regarded is, who the patron and the great and noble he- 
retors are for; the inclinations of the common people are to be 
utterly defpifed. 

Max. 9. While a fettlement is carrying on, the candidate 
againft:- whom there is a ftrong cppofiticn from the people, 
mut be looked upon, and every where declared to be, a per- 
fon of great worth, and remarkable abilities: provided always 
that if ever the fame perfon, after he is fettled, be at pains, 
and fucceed, in gaining the people’s affection, he fhall then 
fall as much below the ordinary ftandard in his character, as 
before he was raifed above it. 

Max. 10. Whenever we have got a fettlement decided over 
the belly of perhaps the whole people in the parifh, by a ma- 
jority in the general aflembly, the victory fhould be improved, 
by appointing fome of the orthodox oppofers of the fettlement 
to execute it, efpecially thofe of them that pretend to havea 
fcruple of confcience at having an active hand in any fuch fet- 
tleavent. . 

Max. 11. The chara&er which moderate men give their 
advcriaries, of the orthodox party, muft always be that of 
dnave or fools; andy as ocealion ferves, the fame perlon (it 
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it will pafs) may be reprefented as a éngve at one time, and as 

q fool at another. 

“Max. 12. As to the world in general, a moderate man is 

to have great charity for atheifts and deifts in principle, and 

for perfons that are loofe and vicious in their practice; but not 

at all for thofe who have a high profeffion of religion, and a 
t pretenfion to ftri€tnefs in their walk and converfation. 

Max. 13. All moderate men are joined together in the 
fri@eft bond of union, and do never fail to fupport and de- 
fend one 2nother to the utmoft, be rhe caufe they are engaged 
in what it will, 

Such is the fyftem our author lays down for the education 
and accomplifhment of a moderate clergyman: it wil] enable 
our readers to form a tolerable judgment of his own principles, 
aswell as of the principles of thofe whom he endeavours to 
characterize. 

We muft not quit this pamphlet without taking notice of 
the real moderation of the price it is fold at, (a proof the author 
isno enemy to the praéfice of this virtue) for it contains about 
double the quantity that might be expected, according to the 
current propartion.—In /ome productions, indeed, their ex- 
traordinary du/k would be no great recommendation to readers 
of tafte; who may, perhaps, think the {canty limits of our 


catch-penny pieces, the only good thing they can boaft: but 


the work we are fpeaking of is not of this fort; the fare- 
well it has left with us, like that of a glafs of well-relifhed 
wine, only makes us hope that the ingenious author will not 
ftop his hand, but put about the bottle, that we may foon have 


‘the pleafure of tafting him again, 


N. B: We are informed, that two editions of thefe Charac- 
teriflics were icld in Scetland, before the prefent, which is the 
third, was advertifed in the London papers ; by which, about a 
month ago, we received our firft intelligence of the publi- 


cation, Rk 





Art. xxxiv. Inflitutes of Natural Law. Being the fulfance 
of a courfe of lectures on Grotius de jure belli et pacisy read 
in St. John’s college, Cambridge, by T. Rutherforth, D. D. 
F. RS. archdeacon of Effex, and chaplain to her royal bigh- 
nels the princes dowager of Wales. Volume the fxj?. 8vo. 
ss. Innys, &c. 


jects is treated of, with numerous divifions and fubdivi- 
tons under each, our readers will not expect from us a regular 
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abfiraét. We muft content ourfelves therefore with laying | 
before them a fhort view of what is contained in it, , 
The learned author’s defign is to trace out the rules which 
mankind are obliged to obferve from their nature and confti, 
tution, confidered as individuals. He divides his work intg 
twenty chapters, in the firft of which he treats of law in gene- 
ral. A law, according to hisdefinition of it, is a rule to whi.) 
men are obliged to make their moral a€tions conformable. He does 
not think it necefiary to enter at large into the queftion con, 
cerning the caufe of obligation, about which moralifts differ % 
widely, while they are agreed about the law to which we are 
obliged ; difputing about the reafon of duty, whilft they con- 
cur in eftablifhing the fame rules of it. Without enterin 
minutely into the difpute, however, he endeavours to thew 
bricfly, for what reafon we are obliged to the duties of piety 
towards God, of juftice and benevolence in refpeét of man- 
kind, of chaftity and temperance in refpeét of ourfelves, What 
he advances on the fubject is as follows: 
‘ Tris, I fuppofe, an undoubted truth, that all men are de- 
firous of happinefs ; and I fhall farther take it for granted, 
that when any practice appears to be fo conneéted with our 
happinefs, that we cannot obtain the one without followin 
the other, we are then as ftrongly obliged to that praétice 
as we can be. Whatever rules therefore are, by our own 
nature, and the conftitution of things, made neceflary for 
us to obferve, in order to be happy, thefe rules are the law 
of our nature. Now man, as an individual, unconneéted 
with the creatures of his own fpecies, not joined with them 
in a common intereft, having no other pravifion or conve- 
niency but what his own labour could produce, having no 
prudence but his own to contrive for himfelf, and having no 
ftrength but his own to defend him, would beable to obtain 
fuch a degree of happinefs as his nature ‘ets him to de- 
firgs and much more unable to obtain fuch a degree as his 
nde is capable of, It is therefore the law of his nature, 
that he fhould live in fociety with others of his own fpecies: 
by which I do not mean, that he fhould merely live in com- 
pany with them, as many brute creatures are obferved to 
herd together ; but that he fhould join with them in a com- 
mon intereft, that he fhould bind himfelf to them in fucha 
manner, as to labour with them for-a general good. For 
without fuch a conneétion of interefts, he cannot make ule 
of a joint or common wifdom, to contrive for his own good, 
nor of a joint er common ftrength to fecure himfelf in the 
pofieiiion of it. So that altho’ his gwn particular happing’s 
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« be the end which the firft principles of his nature teach 
¢ him to purfue; yet reafon, which is likewife a principle of 
‘ his nature, informs him, that he cannot effectually obtain 
¢ this end without endeavouring to advance the common good 
‘¢ of mankind; but muft either be contented to enjoy his own 
¢ happinefs, as a part of the general happinefs, or not enjoy 
¢ it at all. 
¢ When he difcovers farther, that there is a God, who 
¢ made and governs the world, to whofe power he owes his 
‘ being, and to whofe goodnefs he owes all the happinefs that 
¢ he either does or can enjoy; and when he learns befides, 
‘ either by the ufe of his reafon, or by exprefs declarations 
‘ from the maker and governor of all things, that he is not to 
‘ ceafe to exift when he pafles out of this prefent life; but 
‘ that his being will be continued to him in another ; the fame 
¢ defire of happinefs which obliged him to purfue a general 
‘ good, and to keep his interefts, by this means, united to 
the common interefts of his fpecies, will oblige him to ob- 
ferve all th¢fe rules in his moral conduct, ‘which he finds to 
be neceflary, in order to fecure the favour of his maker, and 
his own welfare in the life after this. He will plainly under- 
ftand, that the moft effectual way to fecure the latter point, 
is to fecure the former ; that he is moft likely to obtain his 
future happinefs, by putting himfelf under the protection of 
that almighty being, who is the difpofer of all things. Nor 
can he have any hope of engaging the protection of God, 
but by endeavouring to pleafe him, or by obeying his will, 
as far as he can difcover what his will is. But fince, from 
a view of what is before him, it appears, that God has 
made his nature and conftitution fuch as requires him, if he 
would be happy here, to work for a general good, or for the 
common intereft of his fpecies; the moft reafonable conclu- 
fion is, that God, who made his nature and conftitution 
what it is, expects him thus to work; and that, by thus 
endeavouring to do the work which God expeéts him to do, 
he takes the moft effectual method of fecuring whatever hap- 
pinefs can be hoped for hereafter. 
‘ But befides the general defire of happinefs, he finds within 
himfelf certain appetites, which lead him to fome particular 
forts of pleafure, and that a part of his happinefs, whilft he 
is here, confifts in the gratification of thefe appetites. But 
then he finds likewife, that if he indulges himfelf to excefs 
in fuch pleafures, the excefs is attended with pain and dif- 
cafes ; and that if he gives himfelf up to thofe pleafures, he 
* becomes either ufelefs or hurtful to his fpccies. From either 
U4 © of 
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of thefe difcoveries he may collect, that he cannot be ae 
happy as he naturally defires to be, or that he cannot obtain 
his greateft good, unlefs he takes care to reftrain his appes 
tites within proper bounds. Fer fince pain and difeafes, 
which attend the too fiee indulgence of them, arife from 
his nature and conftitution, excefles of this fort are Contrary 
to his nature and conftitution, and confequently are con. 
trary to the will of that being, who made his nature and 
cont{titution what they are. And fince the fame exceffes in. 
terfere with the common good of his fpecies, by making him 
either uele(s or hurtful, they are upon this account likewife 
contrary to his nature and conflitution, which he finds te 
be fuch, that he cannot obtain his own particular happinefs, 
without endcavouring to promete the common happinefs of 
his fpcecies. 

¢ Upon the whole, mankind are naturally defirous of mak. 
ing tnemfelves as happy as they can, and whatever rules are 
by their nature 2nd conftitution made neceflary for them to 
obferve, in order to obtain this greateft good, are the law 
of their nature. And thefe rules have been fhewn to con- 
fift, firft, in piety and reverence towards God, who isthe 
mater and difpofer of all things; fecondly, in juftice and be- 
nevolence towards one another; or in working for a com- 
mon intereft, by taking care to do no harm, and by endea- 
vouring to do gocd; and thirdly, in reftraining their a 
tites by chaftity and temperance, fo as neither to hurt them, 
felyes nor others by the improper indulgence of them. 

¢ In tracing out the obligations arifing from the law of na- 
tre, to obferve thefe duties, I have taken the expectation 
ofa life after this into the account; without confidering 
whether we come to the knowledge of fuch a life by the ufe 
of our reafon, or by fome exprefs revelation, which God has 
made tous. Nor do I think it neceffary to enter here into 
any cebate upon this head, becaufe by whatever means we 
are inijormed of this fact, that there will be a future life, 
fuch a life is equally a part of our nature, and of the con- 
{titution of things; and all the confequences relating to our 
practice, which can be deduced from it, are equally the 
laws of our nature. It may perhaps be urged, that the law 
of nature is a law, which reafon difcovers to us, and that 
upon this accourt revelation cannot fairly be made the foun- 
dation of it. Buc whoever is difpofed to make fuch an ob- 
jection as this, fhould confider in what fenfe reafon is faid to 
difco.er the law of nature: it does not difcover al] the facts 
from whence it decuces this law. Many of them are learned 
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¢ by our own experience, and many more depend upon the 
s experience of other men, and are conveyed to us by their 
¢ teftimony. Whoever would be truly and fully informed of 
‘ the nature and conftitution of the human fpecies, muft make 
< ufe of thefe means; and after he is thus informed of the 
‘ faéts, his reafon traces out from thehce, the rules which fuch 
¢ 4 nature and conftitution obliges mankind toobferve. The 
‘ ufe of reafon, in tracing out thefe rules, will, as far as Ican 
< fee, be precifely the fame, whether he is informed of the 
‘ facts relating to the nature and conftitution of man, by his 
‘ own experience and the teftimony of other men, or whether 
¢ he joins to thete helps.the much furer teftimony of God.’ 

Ajter treating briefly, in the fecond chapter, of rights and 
obligation, the doétor proceeds, in the third, to treat of pro- 

He endeavours, firft, to fhew, by what reafons man- 
kind were led to introduce fuch an exclufive right as we call 
property ; and then enquires, in what manner it could be in- 
trodrced conttitently wich juftice. After this he confiders what 
Mr. “ocke hes advanced upon the fubject, and labours to make 
it appear, that he has miftaken the exercife of a common 
right, ior the exclufive right of property. 

In the fourth chapter, our author fhews in what refpeds 
property may be limited, and in the fifth informs us, what 
things {till remain in common: and they are fuch, it is faid, 
as cither from their own nature never could be appropriated, 
or tho’ in their own nature they might be appropriated, yet, 
in fact, never have been. He confiders the right., which be- 
Jong to ali mankind in common, in refpect to things of 
each fort, 

Derivative acquifitions, by the a&t of man, are treated of 
in the fixth chapter, and derivative acquifitions by the a&t of 
the law, in the feventh; after which the doctor fhews, in the 
eighth, what prefcription is, and on what founded, Prefcrip- 
tion, we are told, is a rightto a thing acquired by Jong, honeit, 
and uninterrupted poffefiion ; tho’ before {uch poffeflion, fome 
ether perfon, and not the poffeffor, was the owner of it: and 
this right in the poffeflor is faid to be founded upon the pre- 
famed dereliction of the proprietor. As to the length of time 
which gives an equitable claim by prefcription, the doctor is 
of opinion, that poffeffion for time immemorial, if the mean- 
ing of the word is rightly explained, is the moft ‘equitable 
time of pofleffion for acquiring a prefcriptive right. By time 
immemorial he here underftands fo long atime, that tho’ a 

former owner may be able to make out fome fort of title, yet 
he cannot, either by the meinoty of any perfon now living, or 
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by: any record of paft:faéts, make out a clear and undoubted 
title to the thing in queftion. Pofleffion for fuch a length of 
time as this, he thinks, may fairly determine the thing to be- 
long to the prefent pofleflor. 

In the ninth chapter he confiders the obligations arifing 
from property, and in the tenth, the rights which a mam has 
in his own perfon, with the feveral reftraints under which 
thote rights are laid by the law of nature. ‘The eleventh chap- 
ter treats of parental authority, and the twelfth of promifes, 
In the thirteenth chapter the doctor confiders the nature of 
contracts at full length, and with a good deal of accuracy and 
judgment ; in the fourteenth he treats of oaths, and in the fif- 
teenth of marriage. He defines marriage thus,—/ contrag 
between a man and a woman, in which, by their mutual confent, 
each acquires a right in the perfon of the other, for the purpofes of 
their mutual happinefs, and of the produétion and education of 
children. After this definition of marriage, he proceeds to 
confider what determination this notion of it will lead us to, in 
fome of the principal queftions relating toit. As to polygamy, 
he fhews it to be inconfiftent with the law of nature, as being 
inconfiftent with the right which each party gives to the other 
by the contract of marriage. And in regard to divorce, he 
endeavours to make it appear, that the ends of marriage can- 
not be effectually obtained, unlefs the contraét be perpetual. 

In confidering marriages between relations, he diftinguithes 
between kindred in the direct line, as parents and their chil- 
dren; and kindred in the collateral line, as brothers and fifters, 
uncles, and their nieces, or aunts, and their nephews. ‘There 
is a plain reafon in nature, he fays, why marriages between 
perfons related by confanguinity in the dire& line, fhould be 
void from the beginning, fince all acts are void, if the validity 
of them would fet afide the obligation of a law of nature; but 
he acknowledges that it will be more difficult to find a natural 
reafon, why perfons, who are related to one another by afh- 
nity, or by confanguinity in the collateral line, fhould be un- 
der an incapacity of contracting a valid marriage. 

‘ But tho’ we may be ata lofs,’ fays he, ‘ to find outa na- 
tural reafon, which renders the marriages of perfons related 
in the collateral line unlawful; yet it feems to be very cer- 
tain, that fuch marriages are unlawful to all mankind. Thefe 
inceftuous marriages are particularly mentioned as a part of 
the guilt of the Canaanites, and as one reafon, amongft 
others, why God was pleafed to caft them out of their land, 
and to give it to the children of J/rae/. There is not the 
leaft reafon for imagining, that God had ever given rs po- 
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‘ Gtive law about this, or any other matter, to the Canaanites 
¢ in particular, exclufive of the reft of mankind. But if he 
‘ had not done this, and yet the Canaanites were obliged to 
¢ obferve fuch a law, and were reprefented as finners for not 
¢ obferving it, the plain confequence is, that this law muft 
¢ have been univerfal, fo as to have obliged all mankind. But 
‘ becaufe it was an univerfal law before the coming of Chrift, 
¢ and yet was no part of the law of nature, it muft have been 
‘a pofitive law, given either to 4dam or to Noah. Now 
‘ from the neceffity that Adam’s children were under to marry 
¢ with one another, we cannot well imagine any fuch law to 
¢ have been given to him by the fame god who laid them un- 
‘ der this neceflity, by making no provifion for them to marry 
¢ with any one elfe. We mutt therefore conclude, that fome 
‘ pofitive law, forbidding inceftuous marriages, was given to 
‘ Noah, and in him to all his defcendants.’ 

In the remaining chapters the doétor treats of the right of 
defence, of reparation for damages done, of punifhment, of 
war, and of flavery; but advances little that can be fuppofed 
new to thofe who are converfant with fuch fubjects. 





ArT. xxxv. 4 new courfe of Chemifiry: in which the theory 
and practice of that art are delivered in a familiar and intel- 
ligible manner: The furnaces, veffels, and inftruments are 
defcribed, and the preparations of the feveral medicines are 
laid down, according to the moft eafy and certain proceffes. To- 
gether with a fucciné account of the feveral drugs ufed in the 
preparation of chemical medicines, as to their nature, produc- 
tion, and country. By James Millar. 8vo.5s. D. Browne, &c. 


Cra of all the arts, has been the moft extolled by 
its admirers, and condemned by its oppofers. The for- 
mer have afferted, that nothing worthy of the fubje& can be 
faid in praife of chemiftry ; the latter have reprefented it as 
fubject to innumerable errors, produétive of very little uti- 
lity; and, in fhort, as the plague and curfe of a rational mind. 
Both, however, are in the wrong; and the one ought to be 
cenfured as much for their doating fondnefs, as the other for 
their unreafonable prejudice and reproaches. 

The changes which happen in bodies are caufed by motion, 
which is infufed into and agitates the vaft corporeal fyftem, 
We are therefore to enquire into the caufes ‘of this motion, 
and by what means it may be excited, diverted, or ftopped, in 
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bodies. ‘Thefe impulfive powers are not within the reach of 
reafon, unaflifted by the obfervation of effects, evident to the 
fenfes, It will then be worth our pains carefully to obferve 
thofe motions, which arife from the actions of bodies in the 
vicinity of others, or to apply bodies to bodies, and again ¢6 
remove them to a diftance from each other ; while, by the 
means of fire, we excite in each body a proper motion, which 
is accounted the moft effectual method to difcover the virtues 
of bodies. All this is the work of chemiftry, and confequently 
muft be acknowledged of the greateft ufe in phyfics, there be- 
ine none fo well accommodated for difcovering the fecrets of 
mature: and yet it cannot be denied, but that it has been pro- 
ductive of great errors in fearching into the nature of things, 
The principal error was, that as {oon as the chemifts had dif- 
covered by experience, the action which was peculiar to fome 
fingle body, they prefently regarded that way of nature as uni- 
verfal, and confidently afferted it to belong to all bodies 
in general. From this fallacious reafoning, the doétrines 
of ferments, effervefcences, oppofite falts, fermentation, pu- 
trefactien, generation, tranfmutation, precipitation, became 
fo ugimerfal ; with an infinite number of others deduced from 
them. How did the face of phyfics change, as foon as thefe 
few actions were difcovered! none but thefe were admitted 
im explaining the laws of nature, and whatever could not be 
reconciled with thom was exploded ; and in a htrle time, the 
notion fo far prevailed, that all the powers of mature were cir- 
cumfcribed with this narrow way of eétine, Chemiftry, 
however, had refources within itfelf, and, without the aid of 
any of the fciences, worked out its own deliverance. Nor 
will this fee extraordinary to one who confiders, that the ap- 
plication of fome bodies to others always produced new ap- 
pearances, different actions, diffim@lar effects, which could by 
mo means be reduced to one univerfal law, common to all. 
Men were convinced from very noble, ufeful, and entertaining 
experuments, made by the chemifts, that there wanted a vait 
number of obfervations, a very careful examination of them, 
and a judicious and accurate comparing of them one with ano- 
ther, in order to eftablifh an univerfal mode, to which all the 
actions of nature are fubjcéted ; that there is nothing more 
fallacious, than from a fimilitude cf one thing to explain and 
judge of all the reft; and that, as it is ufual for a young be- 
ginner to deduce the caufes of all events from one fingle mode 
or property, fo mature age, taught by experience, takes up 
with true folid wifdom, whofe dictates to a chemift are, that 
be proceed by flow fleps, with the ereateft caution, and with 
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the moft folicitous circumfpection and attention to every par+ 
ticular, before he prefumes to pafs his judgment pon natural 
things. Thus is, chemiftry, by correcting errors, adornin 
truths, and amending abules, become a certain, pure, mo 
ufeful, and reputable part of learning. : 

Having obferved thus much with regard to the art of che- 
miftry itfelf, we fhall now proceed to the work before uss 
which is divided into two parts, the theory and the praéfice: 
And to the whole is added, an appendix, containing procefies 
for making feveral curious preparations ; and methods of pro- 
ducing ftrange and inftantaneous changes in others. 

In the firft part, before the author enters on the theory of 
chemiftry, he has given us a concife hiftory of the materia 
medica. ‘There is, however, nothing more in this epitome 
than what may be found in a variety of authors on the fame 
fubject, and therefore it is unnecefiary for us to take any far- 
ther notice of it. With regard to the theory, the author has 
attempted to render it intelligible to every reader. It is in- 
deed adapted entirely to the practical chemift; fo that thofe 
who are of a philofophical turn, and defirous of knowing the 
caufes of thofe furprifing phenomena, fo frequent in chemical 
experiments, muft not expect fatisfaction from this treatife. 
All that the author has attempted is, ‘ fo much of the theory 
‘ as is neceflary to go through the practice of chemiftry, with 
‘ eafe and fatisfaction.’ ‘The following fpecimen will thew 
the method he has followed in treating of the theory of 
chemiftry. i 

‘ Certain experiments,’ fays he, ‘ have been made in che- 
* mifiry, and they have been found to fucceed at all times 
‘ alike : many of the fame kind therefore have fucceeded ; and 
‘ as many other, fuch as we fhall try, will continue to fuc- 
‘ ceed like them. Thefe are very various, as well 2s very 
‘ many; and their conftant event being known, the fum of 
‘ this knowledge may be conlidered as a feries of principles, 
* certain, inftructive, and invariable, 
« On thefe principles, that is, on the known refult of ex- 
periments already made, is to be eftablifhed the rational 
theory of chemiitry: it is a fubjcét that might be carried 
to avery great extent; but it will be ealy to give a fummary 
view of it in a fuccinét manner. This will be of a piece 
with the reft of this work, which is defigned to inform the 
underftanding, without busthening the memory, 
* Chemiftry, altho’ it be not fo antient as the enthufiaftic 
profefiors pretend, yet it has been praétifed a great man 
* years: and altho’ we are not to believe all that the chemifts 
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difingenuoufly have laid down, or thecredulous have repeated, 
yet there is a great deal delivered in the books that treat of 
it, which we have no reafon to doubt, and which experj- 
ment confirms. All that has been actually difcovered in the 
time that chemiftry has been ftudied, ferves to the eftablith- 
ing this theory of the art. The only caution to be ufed is, 
that we do not mix with the truth, things that are falfely 
pretended. Rejecting them, and taking from among them 
the real procefles of the art, we have fufficient ground-work 
for eftablifhing fuch a theory as fhall fet the art in a clear 
light before thofe who are only curious ; and fhall lead ra- 
tionally through every part of it thofe who defign the prac 
tice. 

‘ The operations in chemiftry are few and fimple: they 
may by this method be explained and underftood in the ab- 
ftra&t. ‘The proceffes are innumerable ; and new ones ma 
be added continually. There are thofe who confound the 
fenfe of the words; but this is {tumbling at the threfhold ; 
and if we do not fet ourfelves right here, we fhall never 
diftinguifh any thing. 

‘ By operations in chemiftry, we underftand certain me- 
thods of making changes in bodies, or of producing cer- 
tain preparations from them; which operations may be 
practifed upon all bodies of the fame kind. Thus, by dry 
diftillation, we obtain from hartfhorn an oil, a fpirit, anda 
falt; and by the fame operation we may obtain the fame 
things from the horns of cows, or other animal fubftance. 
The dry diftillation, or diftillation by the retort, is then one 
of the operations in chemiftry: but the defcription of that 
peculiar method in which this oil, fpirit, and falt are to be 
obtained in diftillation from the horns of the deer, is one 
of the chemical proceffes. The operation, therefore, is 4 
thing of general inftruétion; the procefs is the form, by 
which this is limitted or adapted to a particular fubjedt. 
When we confider chemiftry in the theory, we have refpect 
only to the operations of the art: when we reduce that 
theory to practice, we deliver procefles upon the foundation 
of thofe before known and underftood operations. All thefe 
operations may be underftood by one who never heated a 
vellel, or dirtied his hands with charcoal: fuch a man isa 
chemift in theory: and, on the other hand, all the procefles 
of chemiftry may be performed by one who knows nothing 
of the principles ; becaufe he may mechanically follow thofe 
whom he has before feen perform them. But he who is 


perfectly mafter of the art muft be able to perform all that is 
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¢ required in the practice of chemiftry, and to underftand how, 
‘ why, and in what manner all the changes are made, upon 
« the principles of this mre See 
¢ The chemifts of many different times have fet down the 

¢ things they difcovered ; and in moft inftances they have done 
‘ it faithfully, ‘The effeéts of fire upon bodies may be de- 
duced from thefe; and we, by their joint help, may do what 
none of them fingly could ; we can foxes a theory of that art, 
of which they know only a part by the practice. When 
feveral procefles are defcribed, refpe€ting bodies of the fame 
kind, and purfued by the fame means, and we find, accord- 
ing to their accounts, the event the fame in all; from thefe 
procefles we form the knowledge of an operation in che- 
miftry, a thing of vaft confequence: for by this we know, 
without particular experiments, what we-may obtain from 
all bodies of a like kind, and in what manner we may effect 
the changes. Thefe procefles concurring with one another, 
form a general plan for other procefles innumerable of the 
fame kind, on the fame kind of bodies; and the firft being 
true, the others will not deceive us. 

< One chemift has told us, that putting mint into an alembic 
with water, and making that water boil, he has obtained 
from the condenfed vapour, a water impregnated with the 
plant, and an oil. Another tells us the fame thing of thyme, 
from his experiments; another of lavender; and fo feveral 
others, perhaps, ignorant of what the reft had written of {fo 
many other plants. Each of thefe defcriptions of the manner 
in which thefe liquors were produced, is only a procefs for 
obtaining the water and the oil from that particular plant ; 
but all of them confidered together, eftablifh this in theory, 
that a plant boiled with water in an alembic, and the va- 
pour condenfed, affords a water and an oil impregnated with 
its tafte, fmell, and virtues ; or at leaft with fome of them. 
This is carrying practice into theory ; and, from the faithful 
account of feveral procefles deducing an operation. We 
know from this, that diftillation with water produces oil and 
water from vegetables ; and we are in theory acquainted with 
one of the operations of the art, and its ufes. We know 
how to obtain a water and an oil from any vegetable: that 
is, we have fo much of the theory of chemiftry, and we 
know how to reduce it to practice. 

* It is thus the-other operations in chemiftry have been de- 
duced from experiments made by thofe who knew nothing 
of the theory of the art; forthe practice long preceded it : 
* but we who have the advantage of living at a time when 
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that art has been fo long practifed, that a tolerable complete 
theory may be eftablifhed upon the experiments and pyp. 
cefles, may ftudy, and may underftand the art, in a manner 
very much fuperior to that in which they knew it, aid may 
accordingly improve the practice. 

‘ To know the theory of chemiltry, is to underftand what 
others have done in it; to reduce the difcoveries they have 
made by accident to general rules; and from. thefe to form a 
plan of the feveral operations in chemiftry, according to one 
or other of which they have been effected ; and thus we fee, 
in one view, the foundation, nature, and extent of this 
theory, When particular experiments, in’ great number, 
and under a variety of circumftances, all join to eftablifh fome 
general effect upon fimilar bodies, produced by fome certain 
and invariable means, we are to allow, that the refult of 
thefe experiments proves, that this effeét will always be pro. 
duced by thefe means in bodies of the fame nature. This 
we receive as allowed and unqueftionable; and when we 
have colleéted together all that may be thus deduced fairly 
and certainly, from the experiments of thofe who have prac+ 
tifed, we have before us the theory of chemiftry, as perfect 
as we can have it for the prefent time. 
© Chance directed the firft chemifts ; for they had no theory, 
no rules, nor any general knowledge of an art not then efta- 
blifhed, in their proceffes; they have fet down from time to 
time the effects of thefe ; and thofe of later time, obferving 
in what manner many of thefe agree, and arranging together 
thofe which do inthis manner agree, under certain divilions ; 
confirming all after by experiments of their own, not oaly 
upon the fame bodies, but upon others ef a like kind, have 
formed that fyftem of general knowledge, which may be 
made a theory of chemittry. 

* Inthe purluit of this ufeful defign we are not to be dif- 
couraged, if we find here and there an exception. When 
we fay, that all bodies of a like kind, treated in the fame 
manner by chemifiry, afford like preparations, we fay no 
more than is truth: but it will be ealy for us to meet with 
what may be called exceptions. Natural bodies have often 
their fingularities, by which they differ effentially from thofe 
to which they feem moft like. When we hit upon any one 
of thefe, the event will not antwer as we imagined, and there 
will feem to {tart up an objection to the rule; but we are 
not from this to fuppofe the theory lefs true; nay, we are not 
to allow what anfwers otherwife than we expected as an ob- 
jeStion, We erred in fuppofing this particular body, ” the 
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¢ (ame kind with thofe others on which we had been accuf- 
‘ tomed to experiment; and the theory of the art muft have 
« been falfe, if the event had anfwered our ignorant expecta- 
‘tions. Thus we difcover, by the failure of the procefs, only 
‘ our own limited knowledge of bodies; and what might at 
‘ firft have been fuppofed to fhake the foundation of the theory, 
‘ in reality eftablifhes and confirms it.’ 

Such is the foundation of the theory of chemiftry, laid down 
by our author ; who proceeds to explain, from the concurrent 
refult of various experiments, what are the general effects of 
fre and menftruums, the great inftruments of chemiftry, on 
bodies belonging to the mineral, vegetable, and animal king- 
doms. 

At the end of the theory we have a fhort defcription of che- 
mical furnaces and utenfils. This part, tho’ of the greateft 
confequence, is generally treated in a very fuperficial manner 
by chemical authors ; nor has this writer fupplied their defects, 
having added very little to what has been already obferved ; 
and the figures by which this part is illuftrated, are moft of 
them the fame with thofe in Dr, Lewis’s edition of Wilfon’s 
chemiftry. 

The fecond part of this work contains the practice of che- 
miftry, in which our author has given us, in a very concife 
manner, the procefles neceflary for making the feveral medi- 
cines now in ufé in the fhops. Thefe procefles are nearly the 
fame with thofe in the laft edition of Quincy’s difpenfatory 4 
but without any account of the virtues or dofes of the me- 
dicines, 

The appendix to this work contains many curious procefles 
for making uncommon preparations; and alfo feveral medi- 
cines, which have been mentioned, and not unjuftly, with ap- 
plaufe, tho’ they are rarely ufed at prefent. Perhaps our rea- 
ders may not be difpleafed to fee the following procefs for 
making the phofphorus of urine, which the author afierts to 
be the fame with that practifed by the late Mr. Godfvey, as it 
has never before been publifhed. 

* Boil about twelve or fourteen gallons of frefh urine ina 
* very large vefiel, and with great care that it doth not boil 
© over, till it be reduced to a {mall quantity, and have the 
* confiftence of honey ; take this out of the vefiel, in which 
* it was boiled, and fet it in a glafs in a warm room: let ‘it 
* ftand a long time, for it is neceflary it fhould putrify ; and 
* this does not come on fuddenly. When it has been 
‘ thoroughly putrified, put it into an irongpot, fuch as is ufed 
* in diftilling of harthhorn in large quantities, and Jute on an 
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* alembic head of earthen ware, fuch as are made for thog 
¢ pots. Lute on the head very firmly, and fit to the nofe 4 
* Jong pipe; admit this into a large receiver. When al} jg 
* thus ready, make a fire under the pot, and raife it 

* grees to a great height: an alkaline falt is fublimed, ang 
* afterwards a yellow oil comes over; the fire is then to be 
© increafed, fo as to keep the bottom of the pot red hot for 
* fome time; a thicker oil, and a fecond falt will come over: 
‘ thefe, if there be ule for them, may be preferved: the re. 
¢ mainder is now prepared for making phofphorus, 

© Let the pot cool, and take out the refiduums throw it 
into a mortar a little heated, and beat it to a coarfe powder; 
have ready fome powdered charcoal; mix with this powdered 
mafs twice its weight of powdered charcoal; grind thema 
little together, and then put the mixture, divided into three 
or four portions, into fo many little glafs retorts: cover 
thefe with a coat of Windfor loam, carefully laid on, to the 
thicknefs of the fixth of an inch. Place thefe in a reverbe- 
ratory furnace, and fit on large receivers filled with water, 
to fuch a height that the necks of the retorts may be buried 
an inch and an half under the water. Make the fire 
dually, but raife it at the laft to the moft extreme degree, 
Continue it in this unremitted violence; and after twelve or 
fourteen hours, a bluifh-looking matter will fall from the 
necks of the retorts in fmall quantities, and fink to the bot- 
toms of the receivers. This isthe phofphoras. ‘The fire is 
to be continued as long as any of it can be forced over; and 
then the veffels are to > removed and unluted. . 

* The phofphorus now remains in the bottoms of the re- 
ceivers, in loofe fragments, and it is to be colleéted toge- 
ther without taking it out of the water. To this purpofe, a 
fmall veffel is to be put into each receiver; and the quan- 
tity of phofphorus it contains is to be got together, and 
taken out covered with water in this fmaller veffel. This 
vellel is to be fet in a fand heat, and by degrees the phof- 
phorus will melt, as the water continues boiling. When it 
is thus reduced into a mafs, it is to be put into a proper 
veflel, and kept always under water, except when it is taken 
out to be ufed.’ 

Befcre. we conclude this article, it will be proper to take 
foe notice of the cenfure pafled by our author on Beer- 
haave's chemiftry. ¢ Boerhaave,’ fays he, * is too volumi- 
‘ nous, too much perplexed; and where he is plain, ts yet 
* above the capacity of ordimary readers.” We muft ows, 


that we had conceived a very different opinion of Boerhaave’ 
che- 
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dhemiftry ; nor are we now inclined to alter it, notwithftand- 
ing Mr. Millar’s cenfure. That the theory of Boerhaave is 
gore difficult to be underftood than that of Mr. Adar, will 
not be denjed; but it muft be confidered, that the latter has 
only fhewn the effects of fire and menftruums on bodies, where- 
as the former has attempted a theory of fire itfelf; and endea- 
youred to account for the aétions of menftruums, and other far- 
prifing phenomena attending chemical experiments. ‘Thefe 
are refearches worthy the genius of a Boerhaave; and how 
well he has fucceeded, is fufficiently evident from the juft ap- 
plaufe with which his work has been received in every part 
of Europe. 

And with regard to his proceffes, we can venture to fay, 
that they are at leaft delivered in as confpicuous and intelli- 
gible a manner as thofe of Mr. A/iliar. As aninftance of this, 
we fhall infert the procefs for making the butter and cinnabar 
of antimony, as given us by both thefe authors. Mr. A@llar’s 
is as follows: 

* Reduce to powder feparately two pounds of corrofive fub- 
© limate, and one pound of crude antimony. When powder- 
* ed, mix them together in a marble mortar, and pafs them 
“ through a fieve, not a very fine one. 
© Cut off the {mall part of the neck of a large retort, fo as 
to leave the opening very wide; put the mixture into this 
veffel, and fit to ita receiver; fet it in a fand heat, and make 
a gentle fire. After a time, a thick matter, of the confif- 
tence of congealed oil, will be.fcen in the neck of the re- 
tort. Continue the fire at this degree till no more of this 
rifes ; it is called the butter of antimony. Let all cool, and 
break the glafs. The butter may either be preferved in its 
own form, by ftopping it carefally in a glafs, or be expofed 
toa moitt air, and it will run into athin fluid; this is called 
the oil of antimony, or the antimonial cauitic. From the 
miafs remaining at the bottom is to be procured what is call- 
ed the cinnabar of antimony, and what is the principal ob- 
ject of this operation. 

‘ Break the retort, and take out what remains at the bot- 
tom; grind it a little in a marble mortar, and put it into a 
common matrafs; cover the matrafs with a coat of Windfer 
loam, and fet it in a fand furnace; make a gentle fire firft, 
bat raife it by degrees till the fublimation is perfected. There 
will be found a bright fubftance fublimed in the bolt-head, 
which is to be feparated for uc; it is the cinnabar of an- 
timony,’ 
Boerhaave has defcribed this procefs in the following manner: 
XxX 2 ‘¢ Take 
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¢ Take of corrofive fublimate of meicury, two pounds; rub 
it i: a warn dry gla‘ $s mortar, witha elats peitle, till it is 
reduced to a very fine powder. “Then ‘take of the bef an- 
timony one pound, which allo powder feparaiely very fine, 
Mix thele as nicely as poilibl le in a glafs mortar, and they 
will grow warm, and emit a fume, of which beware with 
the uunoft caution. Have by yous at the fame time, a clean, 
dry, glafs retort, which will hold three or four times the 
quantity of your powder; the rétort fhould have a large 
neck, and be cut off fo low, that the mouth may be very 
one Dry the powder very well, and then, put it into the 
retort, made hot and dry likewife, taking care that nothing 
black adheres to the infide of the neck. Place the retort 
thus charged in a {and furnace, fo contrived for this purpofe, 
that the belly of the retort may almoft touch the bottom 
of the pot, and yet its neck may lie in a declining pofiti on. 
This being done, apply a large receiver, fo cut that the 
mouth of it may exaci ly admit the neck of the retort, and 
cover the retort with fand.. Let the whole apparatus ftand 
under a chimney, that will carry up the fumes without dif; 
perfing them; make a little fire, ‘and when the retort is 
grown moderately hot, with a pati e, made of clay and lime, 
lute the joint; then raife your hre very ¢ radually, and inthe 
firft place the receiver wiil begin to be cloud ed, and there will 
be a {mall quantit ty of liquor colleéted in it. Carefully keep 
up your fire in this degree, till nothing more of this liquid 
will come over: when this ceafes, inci eaie your fire, but 
very cautioufly, till you perccars ¢ a pinguious matter rife into 
the neck of the retort, and dittil into the receiver, cougula- 
ting whilft it pafles fiom one to the other; keep up the fire 
to the fame height, and there will be a white icy matter 
concreted in the neck of the retort. On both fides of it 
therefore lay fome live coals, firft at a diftance, and aiter- 
wards nearer and nearer, till the neck of the retort is gown 
as hot as the belly, of it; and then the matter will melt, and 
drop into the receiver. Proceed with this degree, and then 
very gently increafe it till no mcre butter rics into the neck, 
and all that has rifen is diftilled into the receiver; then re- 
move the receiver, taking all poffible care, that none ef the 
Vapour comes to your lungs : and prefently flopping it, fet 
it by. Lute on another | properly fitted for this purpofe, 
and increafe your fire, and you will have a ma: ter come off, 
of a yellow, red, blackith, sat various other colours ; upon 
which raife your fire to the higheft degree, and at la ft ace 
fire on the fand near the top of the retort, that the Mand 
mn. 
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may be almoft red hot, and fo ledve it for the fpace of two 
hours. Let the whole fpontaneoully cool, aid then remove 
the receiver, in which you will have fome quantity of crude 
mercury, and a butter rendered impure by the fuiphureous 
fumes of the fulphur of the antimony. In the neck of the 
retort too you will find a matter cf various colours, made 
up of mercury, fulphur, and butter ; and upon breaking the 
retort, there will be found antimonial faces at the bottom, 
but at the beginning of the neck you will find a denfe, hard, 
opaque, and very heavy mafs, the fu:face of which, that is 
contiguous with the glafs, will have a fhining appearance, 
whilft the other is rough, and which, being reduced to 
powder, is true cinnabar of antimony, and is fufficiently 
coftly. In this procefs there is need of a good deal of pa- 
tience and caution; for if the fumes fhould infihuate them- 
¢ fe'ves through the cracked glafs, or lute, or any other way, 
¢ and be received into the lungs, by their cauftic quality, they 
¢ would prove fatal.’ 

We fhall leave our readers to pafs what judgment they 
pleafe on thefe two procefles ; and only obferve, that Boerhaave 
has not omitted the moft minute particulars: and it is well 
known, that chemical procefles are often rendered abortive by 
neglecting them. But what is ftill of more confequence, is 
the caution more than once repeated, of avoiding the noxious 
fumes; for unlefs a perfon carefully attends to that particu- 
lar, he may foon finifh at once his ftudy of chemiftry, and 


his life. B 
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Art. xxxvi. Two Epiftles on Happinefs: Toa young Lady. 
4to. 1s. Kunapton. 


Te: fubject of thefe epiftles, that /ummum bonum which 

as excited the enquiries of fo many writers, and is the 
common object of our various purfuits, is too interefting to 
fuffer our being inattentive to the fentiments of any onc con- 
cerning it: tho’ as the performance is addreffed to a young 
lady, and, as we apprehend, by a young gentleman, we might 
fuppofe it to relate more particularly to female happine’s ; or 
even prefuppofe it to infinuate fome admonitions for the bene- 
ht of the fex in that critical term of maturity, when a princi- 
pal foundation of their fubfequent happineis or mifery is ge- 
nerally laid. But the firft epiftle convinced us he propoied 
neither ; fince, notwithftanding he terms the lady, towards the 
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beginning of it, his fair infpirer and his genius, he advifes her 
at the conclufion, in order to an attainment of that peace and 
quiet in which his notion of happinefs almoft folely confifts, 
to engage in neither love nor frienddhip, tho” he allows them 
to be pregnant with tranfport as well as anguifh. 


Would you with tranfport gild the hours of life, 

And bravely dare the dangers and the ftrife, 

Let ardour fill ¥/ breaft with gen’rous rage ; 

Engage in friendfhip, and in love engage: 

But O! beware, e’er yet you feel the {mart, 

Weigh well that worth for which you give your heart ; 
Then to fecure it, and your honour clear ; 

Be firm, be faithful, conftant and fincere. 

But if content through humbler {cenes to tread, 
Banifh’d be friendfhip, and that love be dead— 
Or rather lull them in t4y mind to fleep; 
Guiltlefs of vows, no vows have you to keep. 

So may thy bark, of ftorms no willing fport, 
With fafety ride well anchor'd in the port. 


Ic fhould feem from this, that his fair inf/pirer and genius had 
not infpired nor animated him; and that he was as indifferent 
about infpiring her; whence the application of thofe epithets 
to her, will refult rather from poetical cuftom and mere po- 
litenefs, than any particular gallantry or attachment. 

His fecénd epiftle, very confiftently with the firft, continues 

to conftitute his happinefs rather on perfonal indolence than 
any focial participation. You are to be dilcreet, prudent, 
and eyen conftrained, to a degree of fervitude, in concealing 
your® @ifadvantageous fentiments of others, and of their pur- 
fuits, rather than to incur the Jeaft hazard of creating an ene- 
my, and exciting refentment.—This extreme prudence muft 
degenerate into pufillanimity, and unfit us for a ufeful difcharge 
of our functions in civil life: to apply it at home, fuch a~ 
difpofition muft render a perfon, of adequate talents and ac- 
a in other refpects, a very incompetent Reviewer: 
ince it might both difpofe him to withhold the moft@jwar- 
rantable cenfure on a bad writer ; and, from a dread of difob- 
liging, even the invidious, might chill his jufteft approbation 
of the moft deferving one. 


Let others for ambitious fchemes prepare; 

Their follies join not, be not theirs thy care $ 

Their aim is grandeur; but as thine is peace, 

ge not the thorny troubles of increafe: 

Thefe to condemn or praife be not thy choice, 

Nor give thy judgment with the gen’ral voice : The 
is 
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Their actions, if deferving praife or blame, 
Afk not our judgment, nor our cenfure claim : 
If right or wrong we cenfure or commend, 

- §ure foes we gain, uncertain is the friend; 
Thofe in their turn will defp’rate flander bring, 
With pois’nous teeth, and ever-darting fting ; 
Our fortitude gives ground, and we renew, 

Or raife a feene of troubles ta fubdue. 


This favours of apeniinacy and languor at leaft ; or if it has 
any merit, is worthier of a hermit than a man in the world. 
Yet to remove or qualify any objeétions to this referyed, un- 
communicating fyftem, be immediately fubjoins, 


But Oh ? awake to virtue’s early call { 

Can‘it thou do good? communicate to all : 

To all thy fuccour lend, thy aid impart; 

When grief invades, the thought fhall eafe thy heart : 
Each joy thall brighten, and fhall make thy day 

Of gladnefs thine in one unclouded ray : 

In time of ficknefs fhall thy pain beguile, 

And give the languid cheek the chearful fmile ; 
Shall eafe thy throbs, revive thy aching head, 

With hope refrefh thee, and fhall fmooth thy bed. 
But yet keep firm thy pow’r, nor others trutt ; 

The world’s deceitful, treach’rous, and unjuit: 

Part with thy pow’r, tho’ endlefs were the ftore, 
Like life, once gone, ‘twill be retriev’d no more :== 
Say at what point fhall his benev'lence reft, 

Who, as he bleffes, ftill the more is bleft ? 

Far as the fun, it fhall its beams difplay, Se. Se. 


To take little notice of much verbofity here to exprefs a 
fingle fentiment, generous and elevated indeed, and beauti- 
fully amplified by Mr. Pope, in his fourth epiftle of the eflay 
on man, we may afk, how it confifts with the author’s general 
fyftem? How are we to exert beneficence to the fpecies we 
are to entertain a perpetual diftruft of, and to preferve as little 
connection with as poffible! In fhort, this inflated declama- 
tion on diffufion and beneficence, feems prefled in partly to 
qualify what had been premifed, and partly to adorn the poem, 
as it is not f{tri€tly reconcileable with the general narrow {cope 
of this prefcription for happinefs. Mr. Pope juftly fays—Vir- 
tue alone is happinefs below—Now befides the many good qua- 
lities and habitudes, to which the general term of virtue is ap- 
plicable, ithas been efpecially fuppofed to confift in thatftrength 
and extenfion of mind, which difpofes us to-furmount af- 
fictions ourfelves, and to prevent or mitigate the oppreflion of 
others: the former {ceming effential to {uch a degree of hap- 
xX 4 p! ne{s, 
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pinefs, as is attainable ip this mixed ftate ; and the latter con. 
ftituting a divine virtue, that is, indeed, an admirable ingredient 
towards the beatitude of a good mind, by its diffufing felicity 
to others. 

After all, not to be more fevere than the error. requires, 
there feems to be little danger in a promulgation of fuch phi- 
lofophical opinions or reveries as gentlemen may amufe them- 
felves with, from a particular difpofition, or a gloom, that may 
perhaps be only temporary. Perfons the moft capable of 
friendfhip and beneficence will not exert them the lefs, for this 
gentleman’s extreme referve and contraction: and the eternal 
purpofes of nature will talk a little more emphatically than 
himfelf, on the article of her happinefs, to his fair infpirer. 

With regard to the performance as a poem, there ts nothing 
fufficiently native or excellent in it, to denominate the author 
a poet; tho’ in refpeét of feveral cotemporary produétions, 
both in rhyme and biank verfe, it may be called decent, and 
his tafte poetical. He has carefully marked one line, as an 
imitation from -A4i/ten, and another, as alluding to a line of 
Shake/peare’s. Had he been equally fcrupulous in his acknow- 
ledgements to Mr. Pope, he might have diftinguifhed the bet- 
ter part of his poem in the fame manner; notwithftanding 
fome verbal alterations, which are not always advantageous 
ones: the works of that poet being probably fome of the laft 
a good critic would recommend to his friend, for an improve- 
ment and melioration of them. Some paflages already cited 
will confiderably juftify this remark; but the third paragraph 
of the firft epiftle will exemplify it more particularly. The 
following illuftration of the preference of virtue and merit to 
beauty, in the choice of a wife, however trite the obfervation, 
is more of the author’s own, and not the leaft deferving payt 
of his performance, | 


The debt that’s owing to Ciitander pay ; 

The money gold ; and let C stander weigh ; 
Sterling's the gold ; the guineas hold their weight ; 
The number’s juft; what now fhall be their fate ? ~ 
Shall he refufe, and give them back again, 

For lo! the mould has form’d a pointed chin : 
The neck is faulty, forehead is too high, 

The cheek not dimpled, or too fmall an eye? 

No; he obferves {uch blemifh not implies 
Lofs of that worth or value that we prize ; 
And tho’ the artift may have mifs‘d his aim, 
Th’ intrinfic worth and value is the fame; 
On this he refts: and not on charms fo gay, 
That wfe will injure ; time muft wear away ; 


Pleas‘d | 
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Pleas’d he accepts them, as they are not ligh: : 
And all confets Clitander’s in the right. 

| Let him that loves encounters and alarms, 
For life, take blooming beauty to his arms; 
A path more peaceful would you with to find, 





Re wedded to the beauties of the mind. K 
Montuiy Catatocue for October, 1754. 
RELIGIOUS, 


I. N Earneft Addrefs to his Parifhioners, by a minifter of 

the church of England, concerning the neceffity, na- 
ture, means, and marks of true faith in Chrift Jefus. 12mo, 
price 2d. or 1s. 6d. per dozen. Printed for W. Faden, in 
Wine-office-court, Fleet/treet. 

Il. A Word of Advice to Sureties in Baptifm; being a fhort 
extract from a fermon on that fubject. 12mo..1d. Faden. 

Ili. The Church Catechi/m explained, atter a new method, 
with proofs from fcripture fubjoined to every article. Folio, a 
broad fheet, in a tabular way. Price 2d. or 1s. 6d. adozen 
to thofe who givecthem away. Faden. 

The three foregoing pious and well-intended tracts, are all 
defigned principally for the poor; the laft article is the work 
of that eminent and orthodox divine, the reverend Mr. /Vzi- 
liam Dodd, of Weftbam; the others have no name afhixed 
to them. 

IV. 4 New Call to the Unconverted. 12mo, 1s. Bourn. 

This little piece confifts of four plain, practical fermons 

upon thefe words, Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Say unto them, as I live, 
faith the Lord, I have no pleafure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houfe of \frael. 
’ The author addreffes himfelf to the confciences of his rea- 
ders, in a clear and forcible manner, without any ftudied ele- 
gance of Janguage, but in a plain familiar way, like one fin- 
cerely ccfirous of doing good. 

V. An Effay on the Proper Leffons appointed by the liturgy 
of the church of England to be read on Sundays and chief fefti- 
vals throughout the year, as they are direéted by her table of 
proper Jeflons. To which are prefixed, Prefaces, pointing out 
the defign of their refpective leffons. “Together with fuch re- 
flections on the feveral paflages contained therein, as may ferve 
to enforce the doctrines or duties propounded to our faith and 
practice. And alfo fome explanatory notes. With an intro- 
duction to the whole; wherein fome advices are humbly of- 
dred to the readers of our leffons, The whole intended far 
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affifting the judgment and devotion of the ferious members of 
our church in hearing and reading the faid leflons. 8vo, 4 vol, 
20s. bound. Rivington. 

See Review, vol. X. p. 76. 

ConTROVERSIAL. 

VM Two Di/putations concerning the Meffiah; one between 
a Papift and a “few, the other between a Proteftant anda Few; 
contained in two letters from a merchant in Amfterdam. 8vo, 
1s. Keith. 

The firft appearance of this traét was in the year 1678, 
when each letter was publifhed feparate in quarto. The im- 
primatur prefixed to the firft bears date, ‘fan. 9, 1677; the 
other Aday 28, 1678. Soon after the publication of the fecond 
letter, they were colleéted into one pamphlet, with the fal. 
lowing title: ** Two conferences, ene betwixt a papift and 
‘¢ a Few, the other betwixt a proteftant and a Few, in two 
«< letters from a merchant in London to his correfpondent in 
“© Amfterdam, London, printed for Thomas Parkhur/?, 1678.” 

In the year 1737, a new edition wag publifhed in 
on a ne paper and type; fome of the copies of this date have 
the fecond edition exprefied in the title-page; printed for £, 
Gardner, in Colaman-fireet. Upon collating the feveral édi- 
tions, we cannot perceive any material variations, befides fuch 
as may probably arife from the prefs, , 

The principal point intended to be proved in thefe confe- 
rences or difputations is, ‘ that the Meffiah, who was foretold 
* by the prophets, and promifed to the fathers, was come, and 
¢ that Jefus of Nazareth was he.’ 

The papift chiefly infifts upon this argument, as decifive in 
the debate, viz. That many miracles were wrought by Jefus 
Chrift, and by his followers in his name, which were fufficient, 
to convince the world that he came from God, and that he 
was that prophet whem God had promifed. His notion of 
miracles is, that they are fuch wonderful, works as are contrary 
to the courfe of nature, above and beyond the reach of any 
mere creature, and are the product of an almighty power 
From which he draws two conclufions, firft, that none but 
God, and fuch as are affifted by him, can work real miracles. 
Secondly, that Ged never did, or ever will, communicate to 
any this power of working miracles to confirm a falfehood. 
He next confiders the evidence and teftimony arifing from the 
miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift in general, and his refur- 
reétion from the dead in particular. The principal objeCtions 
to the witnefies of the refurrection of Chrift, as to their ca- 
pacity and integrity, are here clearly flated amd bricfly cori, 
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and feveral juft obfervations offered upon the miracles which 
were wrought by the apoftles and others in the name ef Chrift. 
"The Few, in oppofition to the reafoning and conclufions of 
the papift, affigns this as his principal reafon for his difbelieving 
the miracles faid to be done by Jefus and his followers, that 
they appear to him to be equally fabulous and ridiculous with 
thofe which have been declared to have been wrought in €on- 
frmation of popery; of which he gives a diverting narrative. 

' Hereupon the proteftant interpofes, and repreients the rer 
markable differences between the chriftian and popith miracles, 
and by various juft diftin€tions fufficiently fhews the credibility 
of the former, and the abfurdity of the latter. 

In the fecond conference the proteftant confiders the argu- 
ment from ptophecy, and attempts to make good thefe two 
affertions: * Firft, that the promifed Meffiah is long finge 
‘come ; and fecondly, that Jefus of Nazareth is he.’ 

The arguments which are advanced for this purpofe are 
founded on the following texts of fcripture, Geu. xlix. g, 40. 
Dan. ix. 24, 25, 26, 27. Hag. ii.g. and Malachi iii. 1. In 
this fcheme of reafoning we find various fpecimens of a critical 
genius and folid judgment, interfperfed with a well digefted 
narrative of occurrences in hiftory, tending to confirm and il- 
luftrate his pofitions and arguments; the whole worthy of an 
attentive perufal. It may not be improper to acquaint our 
readers, that the author of this compofition was the rey. Mr. 
Richard Maye, concerning whom the late Dr. Calamy hath 
obferved * that after his ejection at Kingyfon, he had a large 
congregation in London, and that he died Sept. 8, 1695. He 
left two fons, one, Mr. Richard Maya, a conformilt, who 
was minifter at St. Thomas’s, in Southwark, and chaplain of 
that hofpital ; the other, Mr. Daniel Mayo, a diffenting mini- 
fter at King fton, in Surry, where the father, in Augu/f 1662, 
was ejected and filenced. 

VII. Spicilegium Shuckfordianum ; or, a nofegay for the critics. 
Being fome choice flowers of modern theology and criticifm, 
gathered out of Dr. Shuckfora’s fupplemental difcourie on the 
creation and fall of man. Not forgetting Bifhop Garget’s Va- 
tikra. 8vo. 6d. Withers. 

The late Dr. Shuckford is here ludicroufly attacked by fome 
harlequin Hutchinfinian, probably the famous Mr. R—. But 
as the worthy doctor is now no more, and as no controverfy 
feems likely to arife from the appearance cf this publication, 
which happened fome months ago, we gladly acquiefce in the 
little regard paid to it by the public; and proceed to fomething 
more important, vz. 

* Calamy’s abridgemen:, &c. vol, IT. page 668. 2d edition. 
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PoLITICAL,. 

VIII. Serious Confiderations on the prefent ftate of the affairs 
of the northern colonies, By Archibald Kennedy, efq; author 
of, * The importance of gaining and preferving the friendfh; 
© of the Indians of the fix nations to the Briti/h intereft con. 
€ fidered.” 8vo, 6d. New-York printed: London reprinted for 
R. Griffiths. 

This gentleman, who feems to be no lefs juftly than greatly 
alarmed, on account of the encroachments of our eternal ene. 
mies the French, on our North-American {ettlements,- fuggefts 
feveral important and ufeful hints towards the moft effeétual 
means for checking their progrefs, and retrieving our declin- 
ing credit with the Jndians. 

IX. Some Account of the North-American Indians; their 

enius, chara¢ters, cuftoms, and difpofitions, towards the 
crench and Englifh nations. ‘To which are added, Indian 
mifcellanies, wiz. 1. The fpeech of a Creek Indian againft the 
immoderate ufe of fpirituous liquors; delivered in a national 
afflembly of the Creeks, upon the breaking out of the late war, 
2. A letter from Yariza, an Indian maid of the royal line of 
the Mohawks, to the principal ladies of New-York. 3. Indian 
fongs of peace. 4. An American fable. Collected by a learned 
and ingenious gentleman in the province of Pen/ylvania, 8vo, 
1s. Griffiths. 

Our readers will find an account of this pamphlet in the 
Review for April laft, under the title of, The /peech of a Creek 
Indian, &&c. 

X. The Speech of the.reverend and right hon. William lord 
vifcount Prefton, late of St. Fohn’s College, Cambridge, before 
the laudible fociety of Antigallicans, held at their anniverfary 
meeting, May 3, 1753. 4to. 6d. Robinfon. 

It chiefly confifts of the ufual Antigallican declamation. 

. A Scheme to prevent the running of Wools, by Mr. Brad- 
fhaw. 8vo. 1s. Griffiths. 

As far as we may be allowed to judge of a fubjeét that can- 
not be fuppofed immediately within our province, the fcheme 
before us for remedying a grievance (that has fo frequently, 
but hitherto unfucceisfully been attempted) is not unworthy a 
ferious attention. Mr. Bradjhaw’s propofals are, ¢ rft. An 
¢ immediate prohibition of the Spani/h wools into Jreland.— 
‘ adly. That the people of Jre/and be permitted to export their 
© own woollen manufactured goods—to Great Britain only ; 
* not to be fold for confumption in England, but for ex- 
© portation from England, as the proprietors or buyers fhall 
§ think proper.x—And, 3dly. In order to prevent the expence 
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Faire | «tothis kingdom, that would attend the erecting and keeping 
thor | « warehoules, and the multiplying the revenue officers for 
hip «receiving and difcharging fuch woollen goods as the people 
on. 4 ‘of Jreland may fend us, and alfo to prevent the fale and 
for § «confumption of fuch woollen goods in England to the pre- 

¢ iydice of our own manufactures, landlords of pafture grounds, 


tly « and the leflening the labour of our own poor, he propofes, 
ne. ¢ that a duty be laid on all /ri/h woollen goods at importation 
fs ‘ from Jreland, which duty fhali be drawn back upon expor- 
ual ¢ tation to foreign.countries only.” Our author’s arguments 
ne in fupport of thefe propofals are ftriking, and delivered with 

perfpicuity 5 but as they depend upon a feries of calculations, 
‘ir dofely connected with each other, nothing lefs than a perufal , 
he of the pamphlet can give our readers a competent idea of them. Ty . 
mn XII. 4 candid Enquiry, why the natives of Ireland, which | 
le are in London, are more addiéted to vice than the people of | 
al any other nation; even to the dread and terror of the inhabi- | 
} tants of this metropolis. With fome confiderations how to 
f remedy the like evil for the future. 8vo. 6d. Dow/e. 
” This enquirer, who, in his title-page, fo candidly takes it 
1 for granted, that the /ri/h refiding in London are more in- 
; clined to wickednefs than the people of any other nation, en- 


deavours to account for this fuppofed pre-eminence.in vice, by 
alleging that they corrupt one another after their arrival here. 
Of the vaft numbers that are continually imported, many, he 
fays, ‘ apply themfelves to fervices, or other lawful employ- 
‘ments. But—moft who are out of bufinefs, are conftantly ! 
‘ fpunging and living on them that are in, who are generally 
‘ good natured enough to fupport them, till they are turned 
‘ out of bread themifelves, on account of thefe idle followers 
‘and hangérs-on; and having once loft their places and cha- 
‘ racters, are quickly corrupted by kceping bad company.— 

} The many drinking-clubs they refort to, and which the 
‘are very fond of, greatly contribute to the ruin of thete 
* people.—At thele receptacles of vice and drunkennefs, often 
* upwards of an hundred men and women of the moft infa- 
“mous fort rendezvous ; by which means they come to the 
‘ knowledge of each other, and affociate in gangs, according 
* to their different views: and being intoxicated with liquor, 
‘ often the. unwary are drawn in with the moft guilty; and 
* old offenders, for the fake of the reward, or to fave their 

“ own necks, impeach thofe who are but mere novices in vil- } 
* Jainy to what they are themfelves.’ | 
Oué author fhews us no other method of removing the great : 
evil complained of, but that of fending thefe vicious people 

© back 


Seana oe ane eee 
7 » 
































































g18 The MONTHLY REVIEW, | 


back to their own countty; fot which he has a whithfeal 
{cheme: but we fhall not trouble out readers with it, 
POETRY. 

XII]. Advice to mew- married perfons y or, thé art of havin 
beautiful children. In four books. ‘To which is added, 
aft of bringihg up children, Sc. 12mo. 25. Owen. 

Quiliet’s Cailipedia, and Armftrong’s Art of preferving heakh 
are here pilfered, anid patched together. Weare at a lofs Whe. 
ther to ftile fuch @ felonious compofition authori/m, or beokfel. 
derifns ‘ot whethet we fhould not look for @ word that will give 
the ideas of both united. 

XIV. Poems on feveral occafions, never before printed, Part 
the firft. gto. 18. 6d. Crowder and Woodgate. 

7 | | Specitnen. 

The fix firft lines of a prologue fpoken = the Orphan (a 
the author phrafes it) when performed at H——. 

Altho’ unpraétis’d thas we tread the ftage, 

This night we hope your hearts for to engage ; 

A noble theme doth your attention claim, 

A theme which might redound to Shaké/pear’s fame. 

For next to him, old Osqway we admire, 

The foul to charm, or fancy for to fire.—— 

MEDICAL, | 

XV. A Colleétion of Cafes and Obfervations in Midwifry, " 
William Smellie, M. D., to illuftrate his former treatife or fi 
volume on that fubje&t. 8vo. 6s. Wilfonand Durham. 

For an account of Dr. Smellie’s former treatife on this fub- 
ject, we mutt refer our readers to the fifth volume of the Re 
view, p. 465. The publication before us confifts of a con- 
fiderable number of lingering and laborious cafes, which ap- 
pear to be as judicioufly chofen, as candidly related, and the 
obfervations upon them equally inftructive and pertinent ; from 
whence, to ufe our ingenious author’s own words, ¢ the young 
* praétitioner will learn how to behave in the like occurrences, 
* and above all things to beware of being too hafty in offerin 
¢ affiftance,while natureis of herfelf able to effeCtuate a delivery. 
A premonition not lefs ufeful than neceflary to be regarded. 
The unfuccefsful cafes herein reported feem well calculated to 
anfwer the purpofe of their iniertion, which is profefledly to 
ferve as ‘fo many beacons, to caution others from falling into 
© the fame errors and mittakes in the courfe of practice.’ —It is 
not without fome pleafure we learn from the preface tq this 
fecond volume, that the doctor propofes to extend his collection 
to a third. , ; 

XVI. A Treatife on Gangrenes, in which the cafes that re- 

uire the ufe of the bark, and thofe in which it is pernicious 
(unlefs joined with proper corre¢tives) are afcertained : and “. 
ob- 
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ions to its jefficacy in the cure of gangrenes confidered. 

By Thomas Kirkland, furgeon. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Printed at Notting- 
ham by G. Ayfcough, and fold in London by R. Griffiths. 

Thd” we cannot rank Mr. Kirkland among the tirft clafs of 

qiiters, yet it muft be allowed, that he treats his fubjeét in a 

manner becoming a fenfible man, and a judicious practitioner: 


nd the candour and integrity with which he appears to have 


ddivered his fentiments, will, doubtlefs, in fome meafure, 
compenfate for a few defects in this performance; which is 
feen to a ftill greater difadvantage, on account of its ty- 

aphical imperfections.—The principal point our author 
feems to have had in view, _ junction of nitre as a correc- 
five to the bark, in the cure 6! fpreading gangrenes, efpecially 
to patients of robuft habits ; he tells us, that he has experienced 
in feveral cafes, one of which he particularizes, * that the ad- 
6 ditional heat which the bark would have otherwife caufed, was 
¢ prevented, and it ftill retained its efficacy, affifted by the an- 
* tifeptic quality of the nitre.’ ’ 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

XVII. 4 Tour through Normandy. Defcribed in a letter to 
afriend. 4to. 1s. 6d. Woodyer. 

This appears to be the refule of a real journey through this 

t of the French king’s dominions ; and we apprehend it is 
the work of fome judicious antiquarian, the greateft part of the 
author’s obfervations being employed on the monumental re- 
mains he met with: fo that thofe who read travels for the fake 
of entertaining incidents and defcriptions, will meet with litle 

tification in this pamphlet ; which, however, in its way, is 
not deftitute either of novelty, or proofs of the writer’s learning 
and tafte. 

XVIII. Memoirs of the Shakefpear’s Head, in Covent-garden: 
in which are introduced many entertaining adventures, and fe« 
veral remarkable characters, By the Ghoft of Shake/pear. 
12mo. 2 vols. 6s. Noble. 

A meagre plan is here filled with trivial incidents, fcarce any 
of which deferve the name of adventures. If it will be any re- 
commendation of the work, to inform our readers, that moft of 
the characters exhibited in it appear to be drawn from particu- 
lar perfons in real life, we may venture to fay, that in our opi- 
nion, they are, indeed, copies from living originals; but thefe 
originals are only a pack of infignificant rakes, and women of 
the town: However, the author has cauti-ufly dilavowed this 
circumitance, in his dedication, to Mr. Fvote. 

SINGLE SERMONS /fince Augutt. 
I. DR S2r2’s, before the univerfity of Oxford, at St. AZary’s, 
on Aé?-funday, in the forenoon. Fuly 7, 1754. Sve. 
Od. Fletcher, in Oxford, Rivington, in Landen. 2 Cha- 
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2. Charity conducive toGod’s glory. By Robert Leyborne, DD, 
for the benefit of the general hofpital in Bath. Preached at the 
requeft of the prefident and governors of the hofpital, in the 
abbey-church, April 2g, 17533 and at St. ge in that city, 
May 12,1754. ‘To which is added, a fhort account of the 
ftate of the hofpital, as it ftood May 1, 1754. Svo. 6d. Leake, 
in Bath, Httch in London. 

3. Chrifl’s care of the future bleffednefs of his people. Preached 
at Abingdon, Berks, onthe deceate of Mrs. Mary Roebarts, who 
died May 6, 1754, in the 74th year of her age. By Fofeph 
Stennet, D.D. 8vo. 6d. Ward. 

4. The nature of juftice and moral honefty, fhewn in two fer- 
mons, preached at /Vare, in Hertford/bire; wherein are fome 
general rules laid down that may eafily be applied to particular 
cafes, as they may happen to arife in common life; and the 
doctrine applied particularly to the cafe of tithes and offerings, 
By W. lWebfler, D.D. 8vo. 6d. Ru fel. 

he facred nature of an cath, and the great fin of perjury. 
Preached at Guildford allizes, Aug. 23, 1754, beiore the right 
hon. Sir Dudley Rider, knt. lord chief juftice of ‘all England, 
and the hon. Mr. Juftice Fofer. By Thomas Turnery M.A, 
curate of Dorking. 4to. 6d. Bladon. 

6. Preached at St. Nicholas’s church, in Newca/tk, before 
the governors of the infirmary for the counties of Durham, 
Newcafile, and Northumberland, fune 26, 1754, being their 
anniverfary appointed for returning thanks to almighty God for 
the fingular fuccefs he hath given to this charity, and for im- 
ploring his bleffing upon it at alltimes. By Thomas Dockwra 
M.A. fellow of St. ‘Fohn’s Cullege, Cambridge, and lecturer of 
St. Nicholas’s church, Newca/ile. 4to. 6d. Cambridge printed; 
and {old for the benefit of the infirmary, by Mr. Thurlbourn, in 
Cambridge; Mr. Bathur/t, in Fleetftreet, London; and by the 
book(ellers at Newca/fe. | 

7- Preached at the fchool-feaft at Bifbop-Stortford, in Hert- 
fordfiire, Aug. 15,1754. By Richard Bullock, M. A. rector 
of Copdocke cum Wafhbrooke, Suffolk. 4to. 6d. Beecroft. 

8. The good foldier of ‘Fefus Chrift charaéerifed; in afermon 
preached at Birmingham, March 31, and at Cofely, April 7, oc- 
cafioned by the fudden and much lamented death of the rev. 
Mr. Samuel Bourn, who died March 22, 1754, in the 66th 
year of his age. By S. Bhth. 8vo. 6d. Printed for Beng. 
Bourn, under the Royal Exchange, and fold by T. Warren, m 


Birmingham. 


N.B. Sundry Catalogue-articles are referved for our next. 
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